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Roads I have Ridden 
by Vince Martorino

Most riders have seen pictures of 
a slot canyon but didn’t know it. 
Th ese are narrow slots in the earth 
that water and wind have carved 
out and made the most unusu-
ally smooth shapes. So this year I 
decided to see some. Th e area for 
these are in the southern part Utah, 
which is a favourite area to ride in.

For this trip we decided to ride the 
scenic route down Hwy 95 past 
Natural Bridges National Monu-
ment. Th en 261 to Mexican Hat 
which takes you down the Moki 

Slot canyons in Southern Utah

Exploring one of Mother Nature’s little masterpieces in Bryce Canyon



Dugway. Th is road takes you to 
the top of a 3000 foot drop, to a 
right turn down with a 10% grade 
for 3 miles of gravel and switch 
backs. We stayed in Mexican Hat 
in a round, one room motel unit 
away from the others. Th e silence 
at night, the clear sky and a drink, 
it doesn’t get any better. Th e next 
day we road into Page Arizona and 
a tour of the slot canyon called 
Antelope. Th e next day it was head 
north up Hwy 89 and a left  on Hwy 
12 past the entrance to Bryce Can-
yon, which every one should visit 
at least once. At one place on the 
this road, we went over a 9000 pass 

were the road was only 1 lane each 
way, no shoulder and about 1,000 
to 2,000 feet down on each side. 
From here we carried on home.

Note when we start out, we only 
have a turn around destination with 
time limits to be any where at any 
time. 

Expand your possibilities, expand your ride

Roughing it the civilized way in Mexican Hat

Roads like this one make adventure touring a big draw in the southwestern United States



Profi le of a BMW rider

by John S. Marczyk

Sarah Green’s passion for BMW 
motorcycles and sport touring 
came together for many reasons, 
including an opportunity for ad-
venture travel at a early age, and 
through photography as a career 
and affi  nity to women’s issues.

For decades it has been quipped 
that Victoria was the destination for 
“the newly wed or nearly dead”. Sar-
ah’s connection to Garden City is 
rather unique in that it was selected 
by her parents as her birthplace. 
Sarah tells the story where her 
parents found themselves living life 
as Canadian expatriates in the Near 
East. “My father worked for Saudia, 
Saudi Arabia’s national airline. So, 
when it was time for me to be born, 
my mother choose Victoria as the 
place!”

Coming from a family engaged in 
the airline industry brought other 
benefi ts too. As the seeds for an ap-
preciation of cultural diversity grew 

and blossomed for Sarah, so 
did the desire to explore many 
continents including Europe, 
Africa, North America & 
Mexico, the Bahamas and the 
Caribbean. Of her favourites, 
Europe stood out, particularly 
England.

“I have lots of family there so 
it was going back to my roots 
that made it very special”, 
Sarah explained.

Apprenticing as a photographer, 
Sarah found herself working in 
England sharpening her craft . Soon 
thereaft er, she integrated those 
skills to capture images of people, 
places and landscapes in her world 
travels.

Five years ago Sarah’s life changed 
forever while accompanying a 
friend on a visit to Island BMW 
Motorcycles. “I saw the F650GS 
twin and bought it that day. It was 
love at fi rst site. I learned how 
to ride on that bike. I went ev-
erywhere!” Sarah gleamed. Th e 
F650GS took Sarah across Canada 
and into Baja, Mexico.

Finding a passion for the road less 
travelled, in 2011 Sarah moved up 
to a BMW F800GS for the higher 
horsepower and “50/50” off  road 
and conventional touring capabili-
ties.

“It’s an amazing ride in either ap-
plication”, Sarah stated with twinkle 

in her eye, dismissing any assump-
tions that the F800 was designed for 
men alone. In fact, Sarah’s passion 
for riding has encouraged other 
women to enter the world of mo-
torcycle enthusiasts.

“Most members of BMW Riders 
of Vancouver Island know me as 
Sarah Tripper” she explains. “I built 
a website, www.motorcycletripper.
com, to promote women’s interest 
in big dual sport GS bikes.” Th e site 
also serves as a platform for the 
merging of her interests in adven-
ture travel and photography.

Sarah struggled to select her fa-
vourite ride from among her many 
trips. “I made two trips to Baja, 
Mexico that stand out. I toured 
through the United States on the 
fi rst trip. On the second, we trans-
ported our bikes to ride off -road on 
Baja 1000 and 250 race routes for a 
week”, Sarah explained.

“An incredible group of people 
made that ride very special for me 
as we came together as a real team.” 
While the touring group was ex-
pected to split up, common inter-
ests in riding skill level, photogra-
phy and video, held it together.

Sarah’s dream ride was identifi ed 
with little hesitation, “I would love 
to ride around South America!” 
When asked if she had her sights on 
any one country, equally easy came 
the reply, “All of them!”

Sarah in the Baja



Date Event Location Comments
Sun, April 7, 2013 Monthly Gathering Mary’s Bleue Moon Breakfast
Sat, April 20, 2013 Brigantine Run Maple Bay Breakfast
Sun, April 28, 2013 Classic & Vintage Show Tsawwassen Show
Fri, May 3, 2013 BMW Demo Ride Island BMW Test Rides
Sat, May 4, 2013 Monthly Gathering Olympic View Golf Course Breakfast
Sun, May 19, 2013 Monthly Ride Saltaire Pub / Ladysmith Lunch
May 23 to 27, 2013 49er Rally Mariposa, California Rally
Sunday, June 1, 2013 Monthly Gathering Quallicum Beach Golf Club Breakfast
Sat, June 8, 2013 Ride For Dad Comox Valley Charity
June 13 to 16, 2013 Chief Joseph Rally John Day, Oregon Rally
Sat & Sun, 
June 22 & 23, 2013

Ride & Camp
Route TBD

Duff y Loop / Lillooet
Sunshine Coast
Hwy 20 Washington

Where do we want 
to go?

Salem, Oregon rally looking for help

Club Event Schedule

Greetings:

I am one of the co-chairs on the 
registration team for this year’s 
MOA Rally in Salem, Oregon in 
July. As the only member of the 
registration team on the west coast, 
I’m sending a direct appeal to char-
ter clubs in the western states (and 
British Columbia) asking for help 
from your members in staffi  ng the 
registration area. Volunteering can 
be said to be its own reward, but 
the fact is that adequately staffi  ng 
the registration area and process is 
absolutely critical to the success of 
the rally.

I would very much appreciate any 
eff ort on your part to make this 
information available to your mem-

bers, whether via email, posting to 
your club website, or mentioning at 
meetings or gatherings-please pass 
along the request for volunteers to 
your members.

Th e process to volunteer has been 
made simple and painless through 
an automated site at:  http://moare-
gistrationvolunteer.eventbrite.com/

Th is site allows volunteers to select 
a day and time slot and makes it 
very easy for groups who might 
want to work together to volunteer 
for a common shift . (It’s a great way 
to represent and promote your club 
by having a group of members staff  
the registration area together wear-
ing your club hat or shirts.)

Th e MOA has also posted an infor-
mative promotion for volunteering 
that can be viewed at: http://www.
bmwmoa.org/rally13/get_in-
volved/rally_registration_needs_
you

 As the article states, around 300 
volunteers are needed to staff  the 
registration process, so, the article 
title, “Rally Registration Needs 
You,” is no exaggeration.

 Th ank you for your help!

Greg Straub
Portland OR
MOA #140377
Charter Club: 
     BMW Riders of Oregon

http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally13/get_involved/rally_registration_needs_you


Are you attending an event that you feel would be of 
interest to other members of the BMW Vancouver Island 
club? Or do you have a great photo you’d like to share... 
or something you would like to sell, or buy?

Send your photographs and write-ups to 
victoriarides@gmail.com and we will let everyone 
enjoy your adventures

Newsletter Submissions:

Club Event Schedule
Sun, June 23, 2013 Motorcycle Ride to Live Steve Drane’s HD Charity
June - tentative 19th Annual BCCOM MLA Vancouver
Sun, July 7, 2013 Monthly Gathering TBD Breakfast
July 12 to 14, 2013 Lunatic Fringe Rally Cochrane, Alberta Rally
July 18 to 21, 2013 BMWMOA National Rally Salem , Oregon Rally
Sat & Sun,
July 13 & 14, 2013

Up Island Ride
Destination TBD

Tofi no Sayward
Mount Washington

Where do we want 
to go?

July 25 to 28, 2013 Cascade Rendezvous Menlo, Washington Rally
Aug 1 to 4, 2013 Blues Fest Port Townsend Rally
Sat, Aug 3, 2013 Monthly Gathering Salt Spring Island Breakfast
Th urs to Sun,
Aug 8 to 11, 2013

August 38th Stanley Stomp 
Rally

Grandjean, ID Rally

Aug 15 to 18, 2013 Hotsprings Rally Nakusp, BC Rally
Sun, Aug 25, 2013 Ride and BBQ Metchosin Party
Sept - tentative Monthly Gathering Pioneer House, Duncan Breakfast
Sept - tentative United Way Charity Ride CFB Esquimalt (location TBD) Charity
Sept - tentative Monthly Ride Port Renfrew / Cowichan loop Lunch
Sept - tentative 29th Annual “Oyster Run”

Motorcycle Rally
Anacortes, WA Rally

Oct - tentative Monthly Gathering Location TBD Breakfast
Oct - tentative Annual Meeting Location TBD AGM & Dinner
November - tentative Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast
December - tentative Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast
Jan 1, 2014 TROC Island View Beach, Bob’s House Party
Jan 5, 2014 Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast

I am looking for someone to ride with to Nashville, 
Tennessee leaving on June 8 or 9 and returning on 
June 18.

If anyone is travelling in that general direc-
tion at that time of year, you can contact me at 
patrickthrasher@shaw.ca or 250-477-2858

Patrick Th rasher

Tennessee anyone?


