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EDITORIAL          By Brian Radford 
23rd January, 2011. Rambling but mostly coherent thoughts from Salt Spring Island. 
Here we are again, one month older and still devoid of inspiration on this cool foggy Sunday afternoon. It isn’t 
actually raining but with 100% humidity anyone foolish enough to venture out on a motorcycle would get fairly 
moist in very short order. However, in really dense fog you don’t need to worry that your glasses, visor and 
windshield have become wet to such a degree that erstwhile transparent surfaces are now opaque. Are we 
having fun yet?--------------------(passage of time)----------------- 
Now it is not Sunday any more but Friday, and the fog has been partly replaced by the sort of rain that is likely 
to last for the rest of time. 
So I will start a new paragraph and try to think positively. Maybe spring will come. Did anyone get out to the 
Motorcycle show at Abbotsford last week? I did not, and am sort of happy that my trusty old bike is temporarily 
in dry dock so that I am not tempted to ride in this sort of weather. Recurrence of last month’s pneumonia is not 
really a feasible option. Call me a wuss if you must, but the cold stuff is best left to the Iceman and I’ll not think 
of emulating Paul and Rob with their chilly immersion at Island View Beach. 
This issue of the Beemer Reader will cover both February and March, as Marjie and I plan to spend some time 
in tropical surroundings and will return in mid March in plenty of time to produce the April issue, which should 
get us into reasonable riding weather. Until then, stay warm and dry and be happy. 
POTLUCK FEBRUARY 12, 2011 
The Club  potluck will  be held at Lucy Storms’ condo entertainment area on Saturday Feb 12th. The address is 
620 Toronto St, Victoria.  It’s a two story building to the right (east) of the tower.  The entrance is through the 
gate... look for the balloon.  Parking can be found on Douglas or Michigan Streets.   Start time is 6:00 pm 
looking to eat about an hour later.  There is an oven and microwave available for reheating dishes.  As well, 
there are a number of outlets if you have warming dishes.  The club will provide disposable plates and cutlery.  
We will also provide coffee, tea, and soft drinks. 
 Please contact Lucy at lucstorm@telus.net and let her know if you are attending and what you will be bringing 

SUN. FEB. 6,CHEQUERED FLAG BREAKFAST 9:30AM 
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ABOUT THE TROC         
Forty members (10 on bikes) met at Island View Beach on New Year’s Day, visited, toasted the New Year, 
shivered as we watched Paul & Rob swim then proceeded to Bob & Janette Leitch’s for chilli, pizza & cake & 
more visiting in a nice warm house. Thanks again Bob & Janette 
 

 
Photo courtesy Rhea Cavelti 

      Two brave cold men 

 
     Photo Courtesy Andre & Gerry 
 
NEW MEMBERS  
Rafielle Gardezy    Harvey Jenkins 
Gene Burlock    Name Change: Sarah Green is now Sarah Tripper  
Mike Dangschat    Jo-Anne Stacey (was a member 2 years ago) 
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INTRODUCING SONIA DUBE         By John S Marczyk 
Sonia’s story about her origins as a motorcycling enthusiast is unique and rather special.  Sonia tells of how she, 
at 16, was riding motorcycles (class 6) a year or two before she even held a standard class 5 driver’s licence.  
Sonia explains, “Riding was in my family’s blood.  My whole family rode.”   
For as long as Sonia could recall, her father had various small bikes (off-road),  brother Steve was deep into 
racing, and sister Nathalie loved cruising! “Mom was always a very willing participant as a passenger on any 
and all of our bikes”. Motorcycling was truly a family affair, and a great influence on Sonia at an early age. 
Raised in the Mount Tolmie neighbourhood of Greater Victoria, Sonia has many stories to share about her early 
years motorbiking on “the rock”, one of two unique glacial formations in Saanich.  Mount Douglas being the 
second. 
At the age of 16, riding a blue 70cc Honda Passport scooter with her brother Steve on its twin, Sonia 
enthusiastically followed him on a decent by way of a “backwoods” route.  “My brother was a bit of a shit!” 
Sonia recalls with a smirk.  That off road adventure turned somewhat tragic for both the Honda Passport and 
Sonia.  The decent proved treacherous due to the poorly defined trails, thick Garry Oak forests, cliffs and rock 
outcrops.  With some pieces of Sonia’s Honda Passport left in the backwoods, she completed the ride two up on 
Steve’s bike, rock-bruised and tree-scraped before full-face helmets were the norm.    Sonia recalls that most 
memorable ride like it was just yesterday.  And, for good reason!   
Today, a 2006 BMW K1200R has replaced her earlier ride, a 1998 BMW F650 ST.  Sonia notes, “I purchased 
the 650 from Kelly’s BMW dealership in Langford at a great price, but it really wasn’t my style of bike.  I have 
ridden so many bikes, that today I know what I like.   I love my K1200R, and don’t ever see myself trading up.  
It’s the perfect sport/cruiser bike for me!” 
Since the Honda Passport “demolition ride” on Mount Tolmie, Sonia says she has ridden too many Japanese-
made bikes to mention, but all were the reliable and affordable Honda, Suzuki and Yamaha brands.  With a bit 
of hesitation in Sonia’s voice, she states, “I even rode my ex boyfriend’s Harley-Davidson for a while”, which 
came with a different social and riding experience.   
Sonia believes that BMW riders are generally a different breed.  “They ride like they have nothing to prove any 
more. Safety is the most important consideration, and I like that,” Sonia concludes.  Having lived through an 
illegal left turn by an unobservant truck driver, Sonia feels this may be one of the most common situations 
leading to a dropped bike and an almost certain hospital visit for riders.   In Sonia’s case the mishap was aboard 
a Suzuki GS 750E.  “It’s safety first now,” Sonia adds with conviction and a smile. 
Sonia, French Canadian by birth, was born in Val-Brillant, a small village, and 400 miles east of Montreal.  
“This was really, really, really country life!” Sonia recalls, “I think there were only about 200 people.”   
Fully bilingual, Sonia moved to Victoria at 11. “I have been here ever since, a Vancouver Island girl”, she blurts 
proudly as we all do to be living in one of the most remarkable places in the world today.  To prove the point, 
Sonia adds, “When I go back east to visit, I can’t wait to come home to Victoria!” 
When asked about family, Sonia replied without hesitation.  “I have a bike.  I have a dog. These are my babies!”  
The description of her pet comes with a smile, “She’s a little mess:  Half Maltese poodle/terrier/pug and half 
miniature American Eskimo.!” 
Sonia, a medical professional, tells how it was time to do something different.  And, like many of us in 
transition, is enjoying her exploration of the many options for work, and play, on Vancouver Island. 
Looking forward to more long-distance cruising adventures, having enjoyed shorter trips over her riding career, 
Sonia identified coastal California as an upcoming dream ride.  Like many of us, Sonia also enjoys riding solo, 
meeting others en route.  Sonia reasons that this style of riding is free of compromise, and perhaps even safer as 
greater care, focus and attention can be given a rider’s needs.     
Sonia agrees that when companionship, inexpensive accommodation or help with an on-road repair is needed, 
the BMW MOA “Anonymous Book” can be a practical lifeline.    On that note, Sonia closes with a thought, so 
many of us share, “I know quite a lot about riding Beamers”, she says with an ear-to-ear grin, “ but nothing 
about fixing them!” 
(see next page for photos) 
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Sonia & Mom on K1200R  
RIDER TRAINING WORKSHOPS       By Bob Leitch 
As part of this year’s ride calendar we will be holding three rider training workshops.  The enclosed article 
describes the five workshops.  We are planning three: 

Saturday, 19 February, 2011                        Street Smart Rider Perception 
Saturday, 19 March, 2011                            Seasoned Rider 
Sunday, 03 April, 2011                                 Group Riding 

 I am planning to conduct the workshops and prepare the necessary material, but am looking for volunteers to 
find a location and help with the set-up etc.  If there is a member who would like to conduct a session, I will 
gladly accept and pass the material along.  Each session is planned for about an hour, so we will need access for 
2-3 hours    In terms of the location, I see three potential types: 

     a.       A party/social room in an apartment or condominium facility; 
     b.      A company conference or class room; and 
     c.       A large family room. 

 The ideal location will come at no cost to the Club and should hold 20 – 25 people.  The area needs to have a 
large screen TV or an area we can set up a screen and digital projector.  It should be a relatively quiet area 
where the workshop will not be disturbed by people in other nearby areas (e.g. pools, games rooms, etc.).  The 
club will provide snacks and drinks.    Please let me know if: 

      ·         You have access to a suitable facility we can use; 
      ·         Can get a digital projector and screen we can use; or 
      ·         Are interested in conducting a session. 

SAFETY WORKSHOP – RIDER PERCEPTION 
Motorcycle riding requires a lot more than coordination and balance.  It requires a keen perceptive ability that 
helps a rider see and evaluate all the important clues to respond effectively in traffic.  Poor perception puts a 
rider at a disadvantage.  Our Safety session on “Rider Perception” will be held Saturday 19 February 2011 at 
Mike Dangschat’s house starting at 10:00 AM.    The goal of the session is to acquaint participants with the 
important aspects of visual perception, and how the brain and eyes work together to manage risk.  The program 
is an interactive and fun session, not a boring lecture.  The session is planned for an hour and a half.  Coffee and 
refreshments will be provided. 
In order to prepare enough handouts, please register for the workshop by return email or calling Bob Leitch 
before 16 Feb 2011.  Please note that we can handle 24 -30 participants, so if we get too large a response we 
may have to limit numbers.  Mike’s address and any other administrative details will be sent to participants 
before the session. 



BMWRVI      Page 5       Feb/Mar 2011 
NOTES FROM PAUL THE ICEMAN 
Hi Gang! As you read this, I and the team of Curbsyde Productions are getting ready to go on a 5 weeks, 
10,000kms motorcycle ride across the Great Canadian North. Joe Lloyd and I will ride new F800GS’s that 
BMW is giving us for the trip and will be followed by a BMW Gran Turismo for the support and camera crew 
as we explore the North. This journey will take us to two of the most western ice roads in Canada. We will go 
from Vancouver to Kamloops, then to Jasper, where we will head to Fort McMurray and do the ice road to Fort 
St. John. From there we will head west to White Horse, then Inuvik onto the Tuktayaktuk Ice road. On our way 
to these places we will also do many things. We have dog sledding scheduled as well as Northern Lights 
hunting and so much more. What will make this trek Unique and new is that the focus will not be on the 
motorcycles, but on the various people and cultures we will come across. This country of ours is known the 
world over for its Northern beauty and geographical wonders. And these will be the focus of this documentary. 
The northern beauty of Canada as well as its dangers and challenges, but mainly its inhabitants viewed from he 
unique point of view of a motorcyclist in winter. This view from behind the visor will allow the viewers to 
experience these amazing places and people like never before. 
I am excited. I have in the past been blessed enough to cross this country twice in winter. From here to Cape  
Spear Newfoundland and then to Goose Bay Labrador. Of all the mind numbing things I lived through and all 
the beauty I have seen, every picture and moments will is marked permanently in my mind. But the people I met 
along the way are what I cherish the most. I was lucky enough to convince Joe from Curbsyde Productions by 
showing him some of the many videos I have of these treks. The idea captured his imagination so much that he 
started putting this Arctic Project together over the summer while he was out filming his ‘Reconnecting with 
Canada” series. In the process he got BMW support, the office of tourism of BC, Alberta, Yukon, NWT and 
Nunavut to jump aboard. Verizon and many others have jumped in as well. Including many motorcycle 
garments manufacturers. Nolan, Aerostich, HyppoHandz just to name a few. Rogers networks will have the 
distribution part of this project. I fully plan to encounter Mother Nature’s fury as well as her beauty. From 
glaciers to Snowcapped mountain tops, to blizzard where we will see nothing, (We have a support vehicle with 
trailer for these times) I hope will see it all. The silence of the tires rolling on snow and ice to the smiles and 
looks of the Inuit as we roll in their land and enjoy not only their cultures, but also their hospitality. All this 
from a 400 lb-two-wheeled wonder and see it all from a heated visor. I don’t want to miss anything. 
I hope you will join us and follow us as we will try to upload live footage through our satellite communications 
setup. Sit down, grab a hot chocolate and follow us at http://rwcnorth.tv/. Cheers Paul Iceman Mondor 
BMWRVI LAUNCHES UPDATED WEB SITE!  Michael Poplawski, BMWRVI Webmaster 
By now, you may have visited the club's revamped web site at bmwrvi.org launched just after New Year's and 
had a look around. I'm thankful to help from our past webmaster with the transition, and the club's directors for 
their support, and I'm glad to hear the positive feedback from members! 
BMWRVI members in good standing may obtain a login and password from me in order to see even more site 
sections, including a member directory and our club's online discussion forum. 
The site exists for us to share, so if there is anything you can contribute in the way of photographs, writing, or 
just ideas, please pass them along! 
      CLUB CONTACTS: 
THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, pay your dues 
of $15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s. 
Treasurer:        Peter Juergensen      
             6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B-2W3           250-478-3244 *motonanny@telus.net 
Mailing: Brian Davies     
  905 Park Heights Rd. Sooke, BC V9Z 1B4   250-642-7047 *hekngon@uniserve.com 
Editor:  Brian Radford       
  456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K-2B6 250-653-9370 * bmwrad@shaw.ca 
Librarian: Bob Leitch 2227 Amelia Ave. Sidney BC   (250) 656-6694 *bleitch@telus.net 
Webmaster: Michael Poplawski    (250) 882-1239  *Michael.poplawski@gmail.com 
Clothing: Conrad Moller        *conrad@jacktar.ca  
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RIDE SCHEDULE 

 
Date 2011 Event Location Type Organizer 

Sunday, 06 
February, 2011 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye 

Saturday, 12 
February, 2011 

Pot Luck  Start 
18:00 

620 Toronto St. 
Victoria 

Social Lucy Storms 

Saturday, 19 
February, 2011 

BMWOA Rider 
Training Video 
Street Smart Rider 
Perception 

TBD   Bob Leitch 

Saturday, 05 March, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye 

Saturday, 19 March, 
2011 

BMWOA Rider 
Training Video 
Seasoned Rider 

TBD    Bob Leitch 

Sunday, 03 April, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering 
BMWOA Rider 
Training Video 
Group Riding 

Mary's Blue Moon Breakfast Volunteer 
needed 

Saturday, 16 April, 
2011 

Brigantine Run Maple Bay Brunch Volunteer 
needed 

Thursday, 05 May, 
2011 

19th Annual 
BCCOM MLA Ride 

Vancouver   Volunteer 
needed 

Saturday, 07 May, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering  
Start 10:00 

Quallicum Beach 
Memorial Golf 
Club 

Breakfast Volunteer 
needed 

TBA - May BMW Demo Ride Island BMW     
Saturday, 14 May, 

2011 
Monthly Ride Saltaire Pub / 

Ladysmith 
Road Volunteer 

needed 
Sunday, 15 May, 

2011 
Ride for Dad Victoria Charity 

Event 
Bob Leitch 

May 27 - 30 49er Rally Mariposa, 
California 

Rally Volunteer 
needed 

Saturday, 04 June, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering  Olympic View 
Golf Course 

Breakfast Klaus Kreye 

Sunday, 05 June, 
2011 

Motorcycle Ride to 
Live 

Ogden Point Charity 
Event 

  

June 16 – 19 Chief Joseph Rally John Day, Oregon Rally Volunteer 
needed 

 


