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EDITORIAL          By Brian Radford 
For some reason I seem to have run into the proverbial brick wall insofar as writing this letter is concerned. it 
may very well be time for a new hand at the editorial helm. 
All I know is that I’ve been looking fruitlessly for the last couple of weeks for some short and snappy message 
that might inspire the members of BMWRVI. But the tree is devoid of fruit, so the best message is to bring best 
wishes to all for a Merry Christmas and a New Year that will bring the very best that can come to all RVI 
members and their friends and spouses (hopefully one and the same). 
So that’s it until 2011 from the soggy and sometimes snow bound shores of SSI as seen by Brian & Marjie. 
P.S. BMWRVI salutes T.R.O.C. at 1 PM, Island View Beach. Chili to follow, courtesy of Bob and Janette. 
Bring your own cheers, liquid or otherwise. (Mine will be rainwater.) 2227 Amelia Ave. Sidney. 
P.P.S. Great expectations for a new and enhanced website being put together by Michael Poplawski. Thanks 
also to Tom Thornton for his efforts in that direction for the past two or three years. The new and improved 
website comes as a result of the recent AGM so thanks also to Klaus, Peter and Bob et al. 
P.P.P.S.: Vancouver Motorcycle Show 20-23 January 2011 at Tradex, Mt. Lehman Road, Abbotsford. I might 
see you there. BTR 
  
POTLUCK FEBRUARY 12, 2011 
Hi All, 
 This is an advance notice to let you know that Lucy Storms has graciously volunteered to host the February 
potluck on Feb 12th, 2011.  The event will be held at Lucy Storms’ condo entertainment area. The address is  
620 Toronto St, Victoria.   Start time is 6:00 pm looking to eat about an hour later.  More detail will follow in 
January.  Mark your calendars! 
 

SAT. JAN. 8,CHEQUERED FLAG BREAKFAST 9:30AM 



BMWRVI        Page 2       January 2011 
ABOUT THE TROC        By Bob Leitch 
Hello All Riders 
I’m seeking RSVP’s and providing a reminder about details for the TROC on 1ST Jan: 
1300 Meet at Island View Beach: meet, swap stories, take a dip (Paul is looking for company), toast and group 
photo. 
1400 Travel to/arrive at Bob’s for chili, coffee, more stories, motorcycle videos and bowl games. 
Dress warm for the beach activities and bring a suitable libation for the toast. Cameras are welcome. 
Coffee, tea & some soft drinks will be available at Bob’ house: 

2227 Amelia Ave Sidney          Tel 250-656-6694         Cell: (250)589-3735 
Directions:  North on Pat Bay Highway, exit right on McDonald Park Rd (first exit after Beacon Ave in 
Sidney).  Take immediate right onto Ardwell Ave.  Proceed to stop sign, then turn right on Bowerbank Rd.  
Take second left on Amelia Ave.  Our house is down approx 1 ½ blocks on right  
PLEASE RSVP by 28 Dec so that we can make enough chili. 
 
RIDER TRAINING WORKSHOPS       By Bob Leitch 
 As part of this year’s ride calendar we will be holding three rider training workshops.  The enclosed article 
describes the five workshops.  We are planning three: 

Saturday, 19 February, 2011                        Street Smart Rider Perception 
Saturday, 19 March, 2011                             Seasoned Rider 
Sunday, 03 April, 2011                                    Group Riding 

 I am planning to conduct the workshops and prepare the necessary material, but am looking for volunteers to 
find a location and help with the set-up etc.  If there is a member who would like to conduct a session, I will 
gladly accept and pass the material along.  Each session is planned for about an hour, so we will need access for 
2-3 hours 
 In terms of the location, I see three potential types: 

a.       A party/social room in an apartment or condominium facility; 
b.      A company conference or class room; and 
c.       A large family room. 

 The ideal location will come at no cost to the Club and should hold 20 – 25 people.  The area needs to have a 
large screen TV or an area we can set up a screen and digital projector.  It should be a relatively quiet area 
where the workshop will not be disturbed by people in other nearby areas (e.g. pools, games rooms, etc.).  The 
club will provide snacks and drinks. 
 Please let me know if: 

·         You have access to a suitable facility we can use; 
·         Can get a digital projector and screen we can use; or 
·         Are interested in conducting a session. 
 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, pay your dues 
of $15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s. 
Treasurer:        Peter Juergensen      
             6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B-2W3           250-478-3244 *motonanny@telus.net 
Mailing: Brian Davies     
  905 Park Heights Rd. Sooke, BC V9Z 1B4   250-642-7047 *hekngon@uniserve.com 
Editor:  Brian Radford       
  456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K-2B6 250-653-9370 * bmwrad@shaw.ca 
Librarian: Bob Leitch 
  2227 Amelia Ave. Sidney BC   (250) 656-6694 *bleitch@telus.net 
Webmaster: Michael Poplawski    (250) 882-1239  *Michael.poplawski@gmail.com 
Clothing: Conrad Moller        *conrad@jacktar.ca  
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INTRODUCING CONRAD MOLLER                                     By John S. Marczyk 
Named after his Swedish grandfather, Chief Conrad Moller served in the Canadian Navy for an impressive 39 
years.  That’s longer than most Generation X’ers have breathed the salty Victoria air!   
Based in Esquimalt, Conrad was responsible for the installation and ongoing maintenance of radar systems for 
the West Coast fleet.   
Conrad’s first retirement came after 35.5 years of service, but not having had enough of the highly-disciplined 
and focused life of a senior ranking Non Commissioned Officer (NCO), Conrad enrolled at Royal Roads 
Military College to complete certification training in network security.  Being an outstanding student, and a 
master at his craft, Navy Reserve brass pursued Conrad to sign on for an additional 3.5 years.  During those last 
few years, Conrad parked his management acumen for a joystick, operating remotely operated underwater 
vehicles (ROVs), used as “mine hunters”. 
Born in Ladner, British Columbia, near the Boundary Bay Air Training Centre, a listening post1 which during 
World War II served as the Commonwealth Air Training Base.   Conrad’s career in military intelligence and 
communications was partly inspired by those early surroundings.  And so, as a young adult, still short of his 18th 
birthday, Conrad joined the Canadian Navy.   
“ I did not want to dig holes like all army guys do,” Conrad mentions with a smile, “so to piss off my father, I 
joined the navy.  I really wanted to go to sea!”   
Reflecting on the early military connection, by proximity to the Centre as a child, Conrad added, “My parents 
actually married in the little chapel there.”    
Conrad is the eldest sibling in Moller family that consists of one bother and two sisters.  It would seem, 
Conrad’s leadership skills were hewn early. 
At sixteen, Conrad fell head over heels over his first love, a 150cc pressed steel frame, Honda Benley 
motorcycle!  
“While I didn’t have much money in those days, when a friend of mine decided to sell the bike cheap, I bought 
it to piss off my father!”  With that comment, it became clear that Conrad loved to torment his dad, as most 
young men wishing to be independent do in those years.  
Conrad’s other motivation fueled by the Honda Benley was tied to the isolated location of Ladner in what years 
later would become satellite community to the Greater Vancouver metropolis. “In those days, Vancouver and 
Richmond seemed farther away”, Conrad noted, “I needed the wheels to go where the action was!”   
“I ripped off the muffler, put on the pipes from a Volkswagen Beetle, and man it was loud!” Conrad 
remembered with an ear-to-ear smile.   
Conrad’s motorcycling adventures were interrupted by the long tours at sea, marriage and family 
responsibilities.  As with every life-changing event, doing something different brings renewal.  In the midst of 
marital change, Conrad re-ignited his passion for motorcycling with the purchase of 1978 Yamaha XS650.  
Today Conrad rides a 2005 R1200RT, a 2009 Kawasaki Super Sherpa 250 duel purpose, and has a 1980 Honda  
CB750K restoration project nearly finished. 
Conrad and his wife, Joanne, have three wonderful adult children.  Jennie, who lives in View Royal, and 
Candice in Burnaby are fully supportive of their dad’s motorcycling adventures.  Jeff, Joanne’s son, is proud of 
his mother’s adventures on her Italian 50 cc Aprelia.   Jennie and Candice have blessed Conrad with five 
grandchildren ranging in age from 1 to 14.   
Conrad’s two eldest grandsons have taken to trail riding, and in no time at all will become BMW Rider of 
Vancouver Island members, following their grand dad’s legacy.  
Without hesitation, Conrad chose a three-week summer of 2010, 8,000 kilometer motorcycle tour down the 
spine of the American Rockies as his most memorable ride.  The trip included the Rocky Mountain states of 
Colorado and Montana and coastal range states of Washington, Oregon and California.  For Conrad the reason  
for this selection was tied to a chance meeting with Mike, a shipmate he had last seen 30 years earlier. “He  

                                                
1 A listening post is a station for intercepting electronic communications or a position from which to listen or 
gather information. 
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asked me if I still rode, and when I said yes, he offered to organize the whole trip.”  Conrad told of how they 
reconnected over those three very special weeks, stayed up all night reminiscing, and how his old shipmate was 
determined to complete the trip on his new BMW F800GS, “If it was the last thing he ever did.”   
A few weeks after their ride together, Mike, Conrad’s long-lost friend passed away unexpectedly.  Conrad eyes 
teared as he retold the story, believing his friend knew it was his last ride, but was determined to spend those 
much cherished weeks doing what they both loved.  Goes to show why riders are special bread; the comradery 
on the trail can be very special.   
Conrad also finds a special passion in bicycle touring, which makes perfect sense as cycling and motorcycling 
touring share the same skills of balance, connection with surroundings and being in the moment.  The major 
difference, of course, is heart-pumping exertion during, and exhilaration after, a self-propelled climb up a high 
mountain road.  Over the years, Conrad has cycle-toured Cuba, the Danube in Austria, Northern Holland and 
Sicily in Italy.  In his retirement years, Conrad particularly looks forward to tropical cycling getaways during 
Victoria’s cold, dark and wet months.  
For his dream ride, Conrad spoke with passion about Europe, envisaging himself riding the switchback roads up 
to an isolated Tucson village, located on a mountain crest.  Conrad indicated he had started his research both on 
countries of choice and his Scandinavian ancestry.   
As Conrad spoke of about his European research and family stories, it was clear that he is a true explorer, who 
loves to go off the beaten track.   Known as a “Authentic Experiencer” in the Canada Tourism Commission’s 
Explorer Quotient2 (EQ), Conrad radiated a fascination with both history and authentic “local experiences”.  
Listening to Conrad, it was clear he was on his way to a well-planned and researched, adventurous European 
tour.   The lesson here it seems is that you can take a man out the Navy, but you can never take the Navy (and a 
quest for adventure) out of the man! 
2For more information about the Canada Tourism Commission (CTC) Explorer Quotient, please check out: 
http://mediacentre.canada.travel/content/ctc_news/parks_canada_eq 
http://www.tourisme.gouv.qc.ca/activites/symposium-developpement-durable/presentations/19-0-08h20-1-
Michele-McKenzieEN.pdf 

  

                                                
Conrad       Honda Benley 
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PORT TOWNSEND BLUES FESTIVAL   By Bob Leitch and John Marczyk 
July 31 TO August 7, 2011  
We have again included the Port Townsend Blues Festival in the 2011 Ride Calendar.  The Club ride will focus 
on the final weekend 5-7 August, 2011.  The weekend outline will include the ride down and back as well as  
Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park (http://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Ridge). The Hurricane 
Ridge ride is known for it's many challenging twisters and amazing high elevation views of the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, alpine meadows, and the Olympic Range.   The remainder of the weekend will be spent at Fort Warden 
State Park  (http://www.parks.WA.gov/fortworden/) which serves as the main stage, for the North American-
renown Acoustic Blues Festival Acoustic blues artist from all corners of North America perform in at the site of 
Fort Warden's  former balloon hanger(http://www.Centrum.org/blues/).    There will be two options for on site 
accommodations.  A superb private campsite, with mature Douglas fir tree cover for quiet, and protection from 
wind and rain at a total per person fee of $12.50, based on 16 campers..  Or, accommodation in the World War 
1 officers quarters, modernized by the Washington State Park Service, for private rooms at a very reasonable 
rate of 102 for three nights (http://olympichostel.net).  Both locations are minutes by foot to the main stage, and 
only a 40-minute walk to downtown Port Townsend along the ocean shore. Saturday August 6th, 2011 main 
Stage tickets are affordable, running between $25-40 each for several hours of world class entertainment. 
The Club will be putting a deposit down to hold the prime campsites until members confirm their 
attendance. There is a need to gain an initial indication of interest for us to continue planning as there is no 
affordable accommodation in Port Townsend during the Festival.  John Marczyk will organize this event,  
making advance booking for the best of the campsites at Fort Worden State Park and private rooms in the 
Officers quarters in late December.  These book out quickly every year.  For more information about the ride 
And the event in general, please do not hesitate to call John Marczyk at 250-472-6907 or cell 250-588-4701. 
Please email Bob Leitch ( bleitch@telus.net ) if you are interested by 15 Jan 2011.  If there is not an indication 
of interest, we will hold the reservations at Fort Warden State Park campgrounds and the Officers Quarters until 
1 July 2011 to accommodate Club members wishing to make the tri on their own. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
Fort Worden State Park Campground Reservations 
Booked: December 1, 2010 
Reservation for: Friday, August 5 to Sunday, August 7th, inclusive 
Agent:  Tina 
Booking: 
Sites 80 and 79:  Shaded and protected 
8 per people, four tents max 16 people 
$33/site/night x 3 nights (Fri-Sunday inclusive) x 2 sites = 198 or $12.38 per camper based on 8 campers per 
site 
Cancellation Policy: Up to that day. 8 advance reg. fee, 10 cancellation.  Total cancellation fee $18 
Booked on personal Visa.  Will eat the 18 fee if no one goes.  Better to have booked now. 
Olympic Hostel, Officers Quarters 
Booked: December 1, 2010 
Reservation for: Friday, August 5 to Sunday, August 7th, inclusive 
Agent:  Christopher 
Booking: 
3 private rooms with queen sized beds 
Up to 2 per room 
$68/room x 3 nights (double occupancy) = $204.00 or $102 per person for three nights 
Cancellation Policy:  48 hours before arrival; no penalties  Booked on personal Visa 
 
NEW MEMBER  
Stephen Hawkins 
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RIDE SCHEDULE 

 
Date 2011 Event Location Type Organizer 

Saturday, 01 
January, 2011 

TROC – Island 
View Beach.  Start 
13:00 

2227 Amelia Ave 
Sidney  

  Bob Leitch 

Saturday, 08 
January, 2011 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye 

20 - 23 January, 
2011 

Vancouver Int'l 
Bike Show 

Tradex/Abbotsford   Volunteer 
needed 

Sunday, 06 
February, 2011 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye 

Saturday, 12 
February, 2011 

Pot Luck  Start 
18:00 

620 Toronto St. 
Victoria 

Social Lucy Storms 

Saturday, 19 
February, 2011 

BMWOA Rider 
Training Video 
Street Smart Rider 
Perception 

TBD   Bob Leitch 

Saturday, 05 March, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye 

Saturday, 19 March, 
2011 

BMWOA Rider 
Training Video 
Seasoned Rider 

TBD    Bob Leitch 

Sunday, 03 April, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering 
BMWOA Rider 
Training Video 
Group Riding 

Mary's Blue Moon Breakfast Volunteer 
needed 

Saturday, 16 April, 
2011 

Brigantine Run Maple Bay Brunch Volunteer 
needed 

Thursday, 05 May, 
2011 

19th Annual 
BCCOM MLA Ride 

Vancouver   Volunteer 
needed 

Saturday, 07 May, 
2011 

Monthly Gathering  
Start 10:00 

Quallicum Beach 
Memorial Golf 
Club 

Breakfast Volunteer 
needed 

TBA - May BMW Demo Ride Island BMW     
Saturday, 14 May, 

2011 
Monthly Ride Saltaire Pub / 

Ladysmith 
Road Volunteer 

needed 
Sunday, 15 May, 

2011 
Ride for Dad Victoria Charity 

Event 
Bob Leitch 

May 27 - 30 49er Rally Mariposa, 
California 

Rally Volunteer 
needed 

 


