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EDITORIAL By Brian Radford
Thanks to Bob Leitch and cohorts for organizing another successful annual Brigantine ride to Maple Bay. Being
close to home at Salt Spring Island we usually ride directly to Vesuvius for the Crofton ferry and have a short
jaunt from there to Maple Bay. Though cool and overcast, Marjie and I managed to dodge most of the rain and
were in time to become part of the 17 members attending. As the ride home was short and not arduous I treated
myself to a pint of the best with my lunch. After arriving to SSI it was time to direct my attention to the May
issue of this most excellent publication known as the Beemer Reader.
In trying to find something for our column, I’ve been looking at the section called “When & Where”, which is
featured in the April 2010 issue of BMW Owners’ News which is the magazine of BMWMOA. Specifically I’m
looking at the frozen-in-time “Return to Trenton” Rally.
Back in 2002 I went, along with a few thousand others (including Chris Jones and – if memory serves me –
Derek Hamlet), to the International MOA rally at Trenton Ontario, that being the first (and up to now the one
and only) rally of MOA to come away from the USA and to venture into Canada and thus qualify as a truly
International event. I have now noticed that the 2010 rally at Redmond, Oregon is often described as being the
38th BMWMOA National Rally. How come not International as in the 2002 Trenton rally and even up to 2009
and the 37th International at Johnson City? I do note that the April 2010 issue of the MOA News shows the
“Contents” page (#4) as International but there is much ambiguity in other pages of the magazine regarding this
matter. Am I a testy nit-picking curmudgeon? I have not previously thus described myself. I think the MOA
magazine has done itself a disservice. This is truly an event of International stature and to describe it otherwise
is retrogressive and demeaning.
There’s my rant for the day. Meanwhile the dedicated rally-goers might find international solace by riding to
Ontario for items 52 and 53 of “When & Where”, namely the 13th-15th August “Return to Trenton” Rally and
the concurrent Rolling Broccoli rally at the same venue. (Moto Guzzi fans take note. I bet even Urals would be
allowed in).

SAT. MAY 1, BREAKFAST OLYMPIC VIEW GOLF  CLUB 9:30 AM
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INTRODUCING TOM THORNTON By John S. Marczyk

Winchester Cathedral, Winchester, UK. Tom on Trout Lake ride August 2004

Tom was born, shortly after the outbreak of World War II, in Winchester, a city in the County of Hampshire
located in southeast England.  Archaically known as Winton and Wintonceastre, Winchester is a historic
cathedral city and the ancient capital of Wessex and the Kingdom of England. It developed from the Roman
town of Venta Belgarum.  Winchester's major landmark is Winchester Cathedral, made famous by the New
Vaudeville Bang 1965 song by the same name.  It is one of the largest cathedrals in England with the distinction
of having the longest nave and overall length of all Gothic cathedrals in Europe.
Tom immigrated to Canada in 1967, making it his home for the next 37 years, where he worked as an engineer
at Western Star Trucks.  In 2004, now retired and well deserving a Mediterranean climate, Tom and his family
moved to French Creek North of Parksville on Vancouver Island.
When asked about the beginnings of his motorcycle sports pastime, Tom whimsically clarified, “It wasn’t about
sport for me; at 19, and my Maico 150 cc scooter was both an essential mode of transportation and a means by
which to chase English girls.  The Maico was the hottest, fastest scooter you could buy!  Manufactured in
central Europe, the Maco was big in motocross at the time.”  Riding the Maico as a young adult in the Village
of Barton Stacey, near Winchester, Tom caught the eye of the young English women.
With his passion for motorcycles, abeit a scooter, planted during those formative years in England, Toms
expression of that passion was put on hold for several decades.  “There was a huge gap to the next bike”, Tom
lamented while reflecting on the unfortunate event of a crash in dense fog aboard the Maco.  In 1998, while
living in Kelowna Tom purchased a Honda Helix with the intent of affixing it to a motorhome for his family
travels across the United States.  As is common to many BMW Rider VI members, with raising a family in
those years, disposable income, free time to pursue motorcycling adventures and the consternation of a spouse
fearful of the sport’s impact on life and limb, Tom limited travels to motorhome destinations for that year.
In 1999, Tom purchased a “real v-twin Honda Silverwing”, which he rode for the following two years.  By
2002, Tom moved to a Honda Transalp 650 V-twin that he rode for thousands of miles solo across North
America.  “The bike just wore out,” Tom added, “having been twice to the arctic with the previous owner.”
With many of the roads unpaved in the Okanagan, the Transom got me on gravel.”  Tom sold the Transom with
140,000 miles on the odometer!  The Transalp was replaced with a 1984 BMW R65, which also drew Tom into
as a member of the BMW Valley Riders Club in Kelowna.  Tom served as the club’s webmaster form many
years, witnessing the membership more than double from 30 to 70 members.
Tragedy struck in the Thornton household on March 25, 2008 when a shop and garage fire resulted in half a
million dollars in damage.  A casualty of the fire were the BMW R65’s disassembled parts, part of a makeover
project, parts stored in a box in the garage.  “We got the R65 out of the garage unscathed, Tom recalls as a
mixed blessing, “but we couldn’t save the parts.”  Fortunately Tom family and home were unharmed by the
blaze, but Tom is uncertain about his riding future; Reassembly of the R65 remains an unfinished project.
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When asked about his most outstanding ride, Tom without hesitation recalls the Watson lake Junction of Hwy
97 and 37 in the Kitwanga portion of northwest British Columbia.  “It was overcast going up so we did not see
the elevation changes and the landscapes beyond our front wheels.  On our return on a disserted road, running
120 KPH, this was just the most outstanding ride.  It was absolutely spectacular!”  Asking why, Tom added, it
was about the absolutely clear, sun filled sky and high elevation landscapes juxtaposed with the contrasting
fogged out earlier ride.  “Coming back we could see!” Tom explained with much passion and excitement in his
voice.
Closing the interview, I asked Tom about the dream ride.  Without a split second’s hesitation Tom replied, “It’s
all in the file here!” as he described a vintage bike club’s “Phantom Canyon Ride1” in Colorado.  Tom’s plans
include rebuilding the R65, which will require acquisition of the missing parts from around the world, followed
by the trip down to Colorado.  The Phantom Canyon Ride itself will be done on a friend’s Norton Jubilee 250
cc.”
Tom is married to Dian, his wife of 29 years.  Between them they have four adult children: Theresa (40) who
lives in Leister, England as a health care professional; Juliet (38) a Sidney, Australia based entrepreneur;
Andrew (39), the owner and manager of a bedding store in Southport, England and Sara (37), the owner and
manager of a picture-framing store in Appleton, Wisconsin.  Tom and Dian have wonderful grandchildren.
Tom is a fortunate man as his entire family support the BMW touring he envisages “down the road” over his
well-earned retirement years.
In addition to serving as the BMW Rider of Vancouver Island’s webmaster for many years, Tom is also an avid
kite builder and flier.

1 Check out the following URL for more about the Phantom Canyon Road Tour:
 http://www.examiner.com/examiner/x-14097-Colorado-Motorcycle-Travel-Examiner~y2009m8d17-A-Ride-through-Ph
antom-Canyon-Road

Canyon City-Cripple Creek, Phantom Canyon Road Tom’s Project
Unsealed surface
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Sonia Dube
Max Durando
Dan Graham
Robert Greydanus
Glen & Sherry Jasman
Roger Macham
David Wilkinson

20th ANNIVERSARY CAMPOUT
Saturday, September 11, 2010, 20th Anniversary Club campout at Sayward, is now officially confirmed and
booked!
The club has reserved 5 campsites (holding 2 campers per site) at $14 per site.  Please confirm your attendance
in case we need to reserve more sites.
In addition there are 6 motel rooms and 3 cabins.  If you prefer these accommodations to camping, please make
the reservations directly with Fisherboy park. Webiste:  www.fisherboypark.com Toll free:  1-866-357-0598
More information concerning this ride in future news letters.  Bob Leach and Don Robertson

TIMELY ADVICE from Ron Weibe of Valley Riders
The Washington state patrol just announced last week a zero over policy  and they intend to enforce the posted
speed limit. They advised that if you thought you could get away with a 5 mph over guideline, you better re-
evaluate it!
For any members who travel around that state, it is a heads up.

BEE CEE BEEMERS 9TH HOTSPRINGS RALLY AUGUST 19 -22, 2010
Nakusp, B C CDN$65 per person, which includes 3 nights camping, 3 catered suppers, buckets of Kicking
Horse coffee, home baked muffins in the morning and a rally pin.
Contact Michael McPeak (604) 438-3954 or rally@beeceebeemers.com

FOR SALE
K75 in perfect shape.  It has very low mileage -55,000km., new tires front and back, and a new rear shock.  All
the servicing has been done and it is fit for the road this year with nothing needing to be done to it.  It also has
hard luggage and a hard rear seat luggage compartment.  All these can be easily removed.
It is garage stored with a bike cover over it.
Contact Don or Lora
250-743-3612 in Shawnigan Lake
604-765-5676 (Lora's cell number)
hicircle@telus.net

RIDE FOR DAD
Saturday, May 15. For further information contact Bob Leitch (250) 656-6694 *bleitch@telus.net

RIDE TO LIVE Submitted by Gerd Berger
The Prostate Centre on Richmond in Victoria is organizing a "Ride to Live" similar to the "Ride for Dad" with
the difference that all the money collected will stay on the Island, which I think is an important consideration. It
will take place on Sunday June 6 and will start at 10 am from the Cruise ship terminal at Ogden Point. I will
bring some registration forms to our next meeting. 
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JUST A BIKER submitted by Bob Leitch
I saw you hug your purse closer to you in the grocery store line. But you didn't see me put an extra $10.00 in the
collection plate last Sunday.
I saw you pull your child closer when we passed each other on the sidewalk. But you didn't see me playing
Santa at the local Mall.
I saw you change your mind about going into the restaurant when you saw my bike parked out front . But you
didn't see me attending a meeting to  raise more money for the hurricane relief.
I saw you roll up your window  and shake your head when I rode by. But you didn't see me riding behind you
when you flicked your cigarette butt out the car window.
I saw you frown at me when I smiled at your children. But you didn't see me when I took time off from work to
run toys to the homeless.
I saw you stare at my long hair. But you didn't see me and my friends cut ten inches off for Locks of Love.
I saw you roll your eyes at our  Leather jackets and gloves. But you didn't see me and my brothers donate our
old ones to those that had none.
I saw you look in fright at my tattoos. But you didn't see me cry as my children were born or have their name
written over and in my heart.
I saw you change lanes while rushing off to go somewhere. But you didn't see me going home to be with my
family.
I saw you complain about how  loud and noisy our bikes can be. But you didn't see me when you were changing
the CD and drifted into my lane.
I saw you yelling at your kids in the car. But you didn't see me pat my child's hands knowing she was safe
behind me.
I saw you reading the newspaper or map as you drove down the road. But you didn't see me squeeze my wife's
leg when she told me to take the next turn.
I saw you race down the road in the rain. But you didn't see me get soaked to the skin so my son could have the
car to go on his date.
I saw you run the yellow light just to save a few minutes of time. But you didn't see me  trying to turn right.
I saw you cut me off because you needed to be in the lane I was in. But you didn't see me leave the road.
I saw you waiting impatiently for my friends to pass. But you didn't see me. I wasn't there.
I saw you go home to your family. But you didn't see me. Because I died that day you cut me off.
I was just a biker. A person with friends and a family. But you didn't see me.
Repost this around in hopes that people will understand the biker community.
If you don't repost this, it sucks to be you. I hope you never lose someone that rides.
EVEN IF YOU DON'T LIKE US, RESPECT OUR RIGHTS TO RIDE WHAT WE CHOOSE AND TAKE A
FEW EXTRA SECONDS TO BE SURE WE ARE NOT IN 'YOUR' WAY.

 
THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, pay your dues
of $15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s.
Treasurer:        Peter Juergensen

            6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B-2W3           250-478-3244 *motonanny@telus.net
Mailing: Brian Davies

905 Park Heights Rd. Sooke, BC V9Z 1B4  250-642-7047 *hekngon@uniserve.com
Editor: Brian Radford

456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K-2B6 250-653-9370 * bmwrad@shaw.ca
Librarian: Bob Leitch

2986 Barrett Dr. North Saanich V8L-1A3 (250) 656-6694 *bleitch@telus.net
Webmaster: Tom Thornton (206) 497-6304  *tomndi@shaw.ca

     1580 Marine Circle, Parksville. BC V9P 1Y6
Clothing: Conrad Moller *conrad@jacktar.ca
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Club Ride Schedule 2010

Date Event Location Type Organizer
May 1
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Olympic View
Golf Course

Breakfast Klaus Kreye

May 15
Saturday

Ride for Dad Victoria Charity
Event

Bob Leitch

May 16
Sunday

Monthly Ride Saltaire Pub
Ladysmith

Road Don Robertson

May 28 - 31 49er Rally Auburn,
California

Rally Volunteer needed

June 6
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Pioneer House
Duncan

Breakfast Cindy Liboiron

June 17- 20 Chief Joseph Rally John Day,
Oregon

Rally Volunteer needed

June 26/27
Saturday

Ride & Camp Duffy Loop /
Lillooet

Road Klaus Kreye

July 3
Saturday

Monthly Gathering RC Grill & Bar Breakfast Bill Wallace

July 15 -18 BMWMOA
International Rally

Redmond,
Oregon

Rally Volunteer needed

July 18
Sunday

Mystery Ride ? Road Volunteer needed

July 22 - 25 Cascade
Rendezvous

Menlo
Washington

Rally Volunteer needed

Aug 6 – 8
tentative

Tour
Blues Fest

Port Townsend Road John Marczyk
Please indicate
support

Aug 8
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Salt Spring
Island

Breakfast Brian Radford

Aug 19-22 Hotsprings Rally Nakusp, BC Rally Volunteer needed
Aug 21 or 22 Ride and BBQ Cobble Hill Road Catherine Hobbs

Sep 11/12 20th Anniversary
Ride

Sayward
See details
page 4

Road Sally Harvey
Bob Leach
Don Robertson

Sep 26
Sunday

Monthly Ride Port Renfrew /
Cowichan loop

Road Volunteer needed

Oct 3
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Blue Peter Breakfast Colleen Barnes

Oct 23
Saturday

Annual Meeting TBD Meeting Klaus Kreye

Issued 9 Jan 2010


