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FROM THE EDITOR     by Brian Radford
It is getting on in January and it is time for the Motorcycle Show at the Tradex Centre in Abbotsford. I am
unable to attend but I know that Chris and maybe some others planned to go, so maybe there will be some
pictures and/or comments for a later issue of the Beemer Reader.
By this time next month, Marjie and I will be well south of here in the Sonoran Desert of Arizona, and we hope
it will be well below the snow line. As one might expect from a senior citizen, this won’t be a motorcycle event.
We are going by Amtrak. We’ll be gone for a month, returning about mid-March, so I don’t know what to do
with the March issue for which the deadline should normally be Monday morning 2nd of March. However,
because we will be far away and in truth not thinking much about the newsletter on that day, any copy for a
March issue will need to be in our hot little hands by Friday the 13th of February.

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE FOR MARCH ISSUE IS
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 13.

SUN. FEB 1ST , BREAKFAST CHEQUERED FLAG 9:30 AM
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MEET THE CAVELTI’S By John S. Marczyk

From left to Right: Alex, John, Rhea and Danielle Cavelti and one of two R1200RT BMWs.
Rhea, John, Danielle and Alex Cavelti joined the BMW Riders of Vancouver Island (BMWRVI) with an
inaugural ride on Salt Spring Island during the summer of 2008.  Rhea and John both ride BMW R1200RT
bikes, with Danielle and Alex as passengers, giving them the distinction as BMWRVI nuclear family riders.
John was born in Whitehorse and grew up in Vancouver, where in his twenties he was introduced to the
motorcycle sport.  Rhea’s birthplace is Dawson Creek, which she left at an early age for Terrace to “terrorize
many a logging road” in her teens on her Honda 400.  Both Rhea and John put aside their motorcycle
enthusiasms during the intervening years; Something quite common as family life brings new responsibilities,
and mortgages and debts defer bike acquisitions.
Danielle, 12, and Alex, 10, sharing their parents enthusiasm, accompanied Rhea and John on a dream trip from
Victoria to Monterey California in May 2008.  John and Rhea explained, “It was our first motorcycle trip as a
couple, without our parents, where for three weeks we rode as a family!”
The Monterey ride’s most memorable event was the technical “twisty-road” riding from the Avenue of Giants
on Highway 1 to Fort Brag, loaded to the throttles with the kids, luggage and trepidation, the family
experienced some challenging moments.  Breaking the fear however, was their pre-trip plan to take the Advance
Riders’ course offered by two Saanich motorcycle police officers.ı The course instilling much confidence to
take on new challenges on the road, is highly recommended by Rhea and John as a personal growth and safety
training opportunity—the new knowledge, and experience it offered, was priceless. Danielle and Alex
exclaimed their memorable moment was riding across the historic Golden Gate Bridge!
The Caveltis reached consensus in seconds on their next dream ride.  They hope some day to ship their two
R1200RT bikes to Montreal and ride the Canadian and American East Coast.  Atlantic Canada and New
England are the lure.  “New York City is where I wanna be”, Alex and Danielle blurted like Eva Gabor on
Green Acres!  Sorry about that reference as I am dating those who know this 60’s television program!
John tells interestedly how he made the transition back to the motorcycle sport after a hiatus of some years after
his twenties.  John found himself unemployed, with time on his hands and a new moral dilemma that involved
the prospective acquisition of a new BMW bike. John, coming to his senses as the debt management circuitry in
his brain began to fire, instead purchased a Suzuki Boulevard (of which Rhea was not impressed with).  The
Boulevard lasted a whole 9 months at the Cavelti household before it was traded in for a pretty silver R1200RT
for Rhea.  John knew the only way he would end up with a new BMW motorcycle for himself was if he
purchased one for his wife first. The transition to the two R1200RT’s was not a difficult one for Cavelti family
soon thereafter.Alex at 10 dreams about owning a Suzuki sports bike, the name of which only a Suzuki
salesperson can pronounce.  Danielle, with refined tastes for Italian conveyance, has chosen a Ducati.  Please
welcome the Cavelti’s to BMWRVI.  We have many roads to ride together!  Continued….
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1 The web site of the training course we were talking about is: www.advancedridertraining.ca.
Paul Luhowy and Ryan Austin are the two Saanich Motorcycle police officers that started Advanced Rider
Training .  The Cavelti’s personally recommend the training to anyone who rides a motorcycle – new or
advanced rider!  Cost is about $495.  Safety first, always.

ROADS I HAVE RIDDEN by Vince Martorino

LET’S RIDE SOUTH 2008

Day 1
The odometer read 87,700
Well, it was Sept again and time for another trip the year 2008. This year like other years was that we were
going to ride for about 12 days. The only thing that was planned was that we would turn around at the Mexican
border at Douglas, Arizona.
First I have to meet up with my cousin Paul and it was to be in Cranbrook BC, which meant a day and a half on
Hwy 3. Always boring or is it? I planned my first night at a small camp site by the river in Princeton since I
started my trip on a mid day ferry. Once past Hope the ride becomes fun. This road has everything. Forests with
twist turns a river close by, mountains to wind up and weave along till its time to roll into Princeton. While up
top and near dusk I actually saw a small herd of wild Elk by a pond.
Day 2
Wake up to the sound of the river 15 feet behind the tent Pack up and ride the road from valley to valley past
many farms with lots of sweeping turns mixed with dips and rises, past many orchards to the quaint town of
Keremeos. Then more of the same and past a most interesting lake and to an overlook of Osoyoos. Through the
town and up the other side with switch backs to the top of Anarchist Mountain (Vince says Jackass Mountain
but I know it as Anarchist Mountain. Jackass is on Highway 1, south of Lytton in the Fraser Canyon. Ed) and
across the high plains, a little cooler here. Now down to Rock Creek a junction wtth hwy 33, a back way to
Kelowna past Big White a most interesting road. But my trip is on hwy 3 along the Kettle Valley with towns of
Grand Forks, Rossland and the Salmo pass of about 6500 ft. then down and across the bridge to Creston.  The
road never stops moving, even got a picture of a black bear by the river. Met cousin Paul at Cranbrook turned
and headed south for Sandpoint Idaho and hwy 2 where we found a motel for the night, odometer read 87,700.
(More to come, I think. Ed).

        
Osoyoos Bear by creekside west of Creston
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VICTOR A. BUCK: A GOOD MAN DIES By Geoff Stevenson

Victor Buck, a club member for several years, and a man who made friends easily, has died of cancer.
He looked after the club library for some time and was respected by us all.
Victor Albert Buck was born in Verdun, Que. (a suburb of Montreal) in 1934 and enjoyed an active and ever-
changing life until the end.
He raced motorbikes with considerable success in his youth and owned a car repair shop in Montreal.
He then moved to the U.S. and worked in Miami, Antigua and St Lucia in the Caribbean, and Freeport, Grand
Bahamas Island. He later lived in California, where he met his wife Francine, to whom he was married for 43
years.
He worked in Park City, Utah, where he was maintenance foreman at the ski area, then moved back to Canada,
where he was employed at ski hills in Jasper and Lake Louise and also worked for Parks Canada.
Next he ran a bed and breakfast with Francine in Winfield on Okanagan Lake; in the off-season they
volunteered at an orphanage in the Philippines. The Bucks moved to Victoria when they retired in 2002.
Now Victor was close to his grandchildren – and he could ride all year, too!
His memorial service at the Oaklands Community Centre was attended by a number of club members. Despite
the sadness we all felt, this was a joyous celebration of Victor’s life.
His grand-daughter Molly played the fiddle, his daughter Michelle spoke lovingly (and most eloquently) about
her father, and people from all walks of life remembered a friend.
A memorial quilt, organized by his family, was on display. It featured a winding road running through the
middle with the inscription: “On the road again …………Victor A. Buck.”
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It displayed photos of Victor and his family – and even the odd motorbike.
The family reported that “Victor spent many of his last days under the quilt. He answered many questions and
talked about his life with those who visited. He seemed proud of all that he had done and so very fond of all the
people he knew.”
For a while Victor owned a Honda GB500, a mid-80s single that was developed as a café racer – and, some of
us think, was one of the most interesting bikes Honda ever built.
His last bike was a lovely red BMW R100, carefully maintained by a Port McNeill mechanic before Victor
bought it, and now owned by Gary Nordstrom.
Victor had good taste in four wheels, too. He owned a British racing green Mazda Miata (and, for rainy days, a
sensible Toyota Corolla).
He is survived by Francine, Michelle and her brother Victor, and five grand-children (Cormac, Emma, Molly,
Victor and Stephanie).
A friend, Matt Alvarez, wrote a tribute to Victor; here are excerpts:
“You were a model family man, colleague, neighbor and friend. As I thought more about it, you owe your
success in life to your wonderful sense of humor, your generosity, integrity and tenacity.
“These same qualities brought joy to all the people around you. There was never pretension on your part. ……..
You were always Victor, selflessly interested in allowing others to lend their voice, and to lending a hand
wherever it was needed………
“We are saddened that you have left us, and we will miss you.”
Matt speaks for us all – you were a good man, Victor Buck.

2009 BEEMER CLUB BULK TYRE ORDER By Bill Wallace
Once again I will be canvassing members for their interest in ordering tires for the upcoming riding season.
For new members, this tire order has been an annual event for the past several years. It is really quite simple for
a member to receive at least a 30 % discount off retail, plus have the mounting and balancing free for each tire.
If you are interested please call me at home in the evening (652-0214) with the brand and model of tire with the
size information and I will be able to get a quote for you. There is no obligation to buy a tire if you are not
satisfied with the price, however if you accept the quote the rest of the club members will expect you to honour
the price as a collective group. We are buying tires as a group under quoted prices, if someone cancels then the
price of the tires could be jeopardized.
Finally all tires purchased are 2009 fresh new tires direct from the factory. It makes sense to purchase tires this
time of the year as you will get those special tires for your Beemer. Whereas, if you wait until the summer to
buy a tire at a higher price, you may have to wait for a tire shipment or have to accept another brand of model of
tire when your tire is destroyed by a nail. It's up to you on how you approach this, but eventually you will need
tires.  Keep the rubber side down and have a fantastic riding season for 2009.

FROM THE EX “CLOTH MOTH”    Brian Davies
I would like to thank Conrad Moller for volunteering to look after the clothing and look forward to his active

participation in the club.  He has been a member for a couple of years and has been to some of the monthly
meetings.  I look forward to having more conversations with him soon.  Thanks again Conrad!
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THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, pay your dues
of $15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s.
Treasurer:        Peter Juergensen

            6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B-2W3           250-478-3244 *motonanny@telus.net
Mailing: Brian Davies

905 Park Heights Rd. Sooke, BC V0S-1N0  250-642-7047 *hekngon@uniserve.com
Editor: Brian Radford

456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K-2B6 250-653-9370 * bmwrad@shaw.ca
Librarian: Bob Leitch

2986 Barrett Dr. North Saanich V8L-1A3 (250) 656-6694 *bleitch@telus.net
Webmaster: Tom Thornton (206) 497-6304  *tomndi@shaw.ca

     1580 Marine Circle, Parksville. BC V9P 1Y6
Clothing: Conrad Moller conradmoller@telus.net

CLUB RIDE SCHEDULE 2009
www.bmwrvi.org    bmwrvi@shaw.ca

Date Event Location Type Organizer
Feb 1
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye

Feb 14
Saturday

CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED

Mar 7
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye

Apr 5
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Blue Peter Breakfast Colleen Barnes

Apr 18
Saturday

Brigantine Run Maple Bay Road Volunteer needed

May 2
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Olympic View
Golf Course

Breakfast Volunteer needed

May 16
Saturday

Monthly Ride Saltaire Pub Road Don Robertson

May 22 - 24
TBConfirmed

49er Rally Auburn,
California

Rally Volunteer needed

May 24
Sunday

Ride for Dad Victoria Charity
Event

Bob Leitch

Jun 7
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Pioneer House Breakfast Volunteer needed

Jun 20 – 21
Saturday/Sunday

Camp-n-Ride Gold River Road Tom Thornton

Jun 18 – 21
Thursday/Sunday

Chief Joseph Rally John Day,
Oregon

Rally Volunteer needed

Jul 4
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Dakota
Restaurant

Breakfast Volunteer needed

Jul 16 - 19
Thursday/Sunday

BMWOA National
Rally

Johnson City,
Tennessee

Rally Volunteer needed

Jul 19
Sunday

Monthly Ride Port Renfrew Road Volunteer needed


