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Hey! What have you done with my summer? Here we are at only half-past August and “it’s beginning to look a
lot like Christmas” out there.
Perhaps it’s my own fault for abandoning the local scene (including the August breakfast at the Salt Spring Golf
Club – thank you Colleen for making the arrangements) to go camping at Kaslo with the Valley Riders. All
went well over the mountains to the Okanagan and we even enjoyed a swim in Mara Lake. However,
somewhere near Three-Valley Gap we rounded a corner to meet a massive dark wall of cloud, a fifteen degree
temperature drop, masses of rain, angry wind gusts and some lightning. We persisted and set up our tent at
Kaslo during a lull in the storm but none of us was hardy enough to swim in the storm lashed glacial waters of
Kootenay Lake. One of the good features of the ride to Kaslo was the new pavement on most of Highway 31A
from New Denver to Kaslo. This road runs over the summit near the ghost town of Sandon (population 5000 in
its heyday circa 1897, but now somewhat less, maybe 10 souls when the tourists are not there). The smooth new
pavement was pretty wet and probably quite slick. We didn’t test it to the max. (I recall something about old
pilots and bold pilots but very few, if any, that are both old and bold).
Summer did in fact return to the Kootenays in time for the 7th annual Hot Springs Rally at Nakusp, attended by
about a dozen people from our club and close to 200 others from diverse places as far off as Nova Scotia and
many U.S. locations. As usual, we had a great time at the Rally and although this year we didn’t get to the hot
springs at either Nakusp or nearby Halcyon, we availed ourselves of the facilities at the municipal beach which
is a short walk from the campground. There is an extensive stretch of sandy beach and the cool water of Arrow
Lake is just the ticket on a hot August day.
We came home via Lillooet, setting up our tent at the BC Hydro campsite on Cayoosh Creek near Seton Lake.
That’s where we last saw summer (35º Celsius even after sundown). Too hot to sleep in the tent, Marjie moved
sleeping bag and Thermarest to the picnic table. Sometime during the night, somebody snuck into camp and
stole summer. We searched for it next day but only encountered rain and clouds which prevail to this very day.
Summer does exist, but only in memory.   Brian

SATURDAY SEPT 6, BREAKFAST RC GRILLHOUSE & LOUNGE
See page 5 for details
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Photos taken at Nakusp by Ernie Reigle

Klaus’ hack

Beach at Nakusp
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RIDING TO CATCH THE MIDNIGHT SUN                                         By Geoff Stevenson
(Second of two parts)
Yellowknife seemed to be a city of civil servants. There were federal government (and national defence)
buildings everywhere we looked, most with signs outside in English, French and the Dene language.
Of course, this is the gateway to diamond country, too. Estimates say that there’s another $40 billion worth of
the precious gems to be mined in the Northwest Territories.
We enjoyed perfect weather with temperatures in the low 20s for our two days in the city.
The hotel we’d booked months earlier was in the heart of the city and proved to be an ideal location.
Next morning we took a city bus ($2.50 each) for a 55-minute tour of the city. We were the only passengers
most of the way and the driver was happy to answer our many questions about his city.
We admired (if that’s the word) single-wides a year or two old selling for $380,000, noted an absence of large
trees and commented on the speed restriction of 30km/h in school zones 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 52
weeks a year.
(The bus driver explained that the school playgrounds were heavily used once school was out during the
summer and, with daylight 20 hours a day, the restrictions seemed to make perfect sense).
June 21, Solstice Day, was also Aboriginal Day and we took in the festivities at the Yellowknife Arena grounds.
There was free food (local whitefish, which was excellent), a number of musical performances and native
dancing. We in southern Canada may feel that the recent federal government apology for residential schools has
ended the matter, but it was clear from several speakers that this view
is not always shared in the NWT.
The sunny skies produced vivid blue water in Yellowknife Bay and the rocky outcrops and nearby islands
reminded me of both Newfoundland and Georgian Bay on Lake Huron.
We spent an hour or so in the Northern Heritage Centre (some of us would call it a museum) and learned a little
more about life in the Far North. I thought the most interesting exhibit was a 50-foot moose skin boat.
This was built in 1982 using just hand tools and local materials by some of the last Indians with the skills to do
so. It was then paddled down the Keele River and the Mackenzie to Norman Wells. Its final journey was on a
barge to the museum.
We didn’t have to imagine any of this, either: There was an excellent National Film Board movie showing the
boat under construction and the trip down the two rivers.
Supper this night was at Bullock’s Bistro (sign outside: “Hot beer, lousy food, bad service – welcome!”)
In fact, we can report that, despite the sign, the beer was cold (you served yourself from the fridge and
confessed when you settled up later) and the food (pickerel, salad and fries) was excellent.
We liked some of the irreverent signs inside, too. Samples: “All ringing cell phones will be deep fried.”  “The
three food groups: 1, bottle, 2, can; 3, keg.”
 If you go, read the menu prices carefully, though: Domestic wine is $11.95/glass! (We sensibly
stuck to the brown stuff, which was much the same price as Victoria.)
Next morning, we began to retrace our tire tracks – for a couple of days, anyway. We spent the first night in
Hay River again and the second in Peace River, AB.
By now the roads were back to straight and boring, but at least they were smooth. We rode for hours through
the canola and wheat fields of Northern Alberta and, on the third night, pulled into Rocky Mountain House
(Rocky to the locals).
There seemed to be few accommodation bargains hereabouts (too many wealthy oilfield workers, I suspected);
however, we finally unearthed a double room for $98 – but including a full, cooked breakfast AND a free drink
each before supper.
I hadn’t been on Highway 11 before in western Alberta. This runs from Rocky to Saskatchewan River Crossing
on the Ice fields Highway and it didn’t disappoint.
We had the sun behind us, brilliant sunshine bathing the Rockies ahead of us and some of the best riding of the
trip. For a while we rode seriously fast and savored the experience.
If you can avoid having a snack at Saskatchewan River Crossing, do so. Chris paid $10.10 for one coffee, one
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cup of tea and two bananas!
The sun promptly disappeared (must have been those expensive bananas!) and we rode through rain and hail en
route to Jasper.
We thought the snack prices were bad enough, but we now rode into an infestation of motor homes admiring the
scenic grandeur of the Rockies.
There seemed to be cyclists everywhere on the Icefields Highway, too, burning lots of calories on those long
uphill slogs.
We gassed up in Jasper and spoke to two R1200GS riders who’d ridden to Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, from Atlanta,
GA., and were now on their way home. Depending on the detours they made, I reckoned that might have been a
20,000km odyssey.
Now that we were back in the province of flashing police lights, we rode circumspectly to Avola, on the
Yellowhead about 130km north of Kamloops, where we’d stayed before.
The motel we’d stopped in before was closed now, so we rode down to the Log Inn Pub to consider our options.
We talked for a while to the owner, Larry Meidinger (phone: 678-BEER) and learned that he was renovating a
cabin within stumbling distance of the bar.
The price was right, too: $20 each – and Larry would provide sleeping bags (the cabin had two rudimentary
beds).
So we unpacked our saddlebags, parked the bikes, and returned to the bar for one of Larry’s famous burgers for
supper. They were $9 each, but we reckoned they were worth it. We shot a couple of games of pool (Chris won
easily), enjoyed a couple of cold ones and turned in for an early night.
Next day we turned west on Highway 24 just south of Clearwater, heading for Highway 97, where we’d been
with Brian just over a week before. We turned off at Bridge Lake, where the store manager assured us we could
ride around Green Lake without leaving the pavement.
This is obviously Vancouver cottage country – we were amazed by the development, and the size of some of the
“cottages.”
After rejoining Highway 97 and then riding the Trans-Canada through the Fraser Canyon, we spent our last
night in Hope and an early start next morning had us on the 1100 ferry from Tsawwassen.

 
SEPTEMBER 6TH BREAKFAST

Many thanks to Bill for organising the Sept breakfast at:
 
RC Grillhouse & Lounge
9800 MacDonald Park Rd
North Saanich
 
Tel 250-665-7353         RCgrillhouse@hotmail.com

There is talk about our ANNUAL MEETING  in October but at press time there is no information. Watch
the October issue of the Beemer Reader.

Thanks to Bob Leitch we now have a LIBRARIAN.
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FOR SALE:
1987 BMW R-65 - $4500      55,000 km. excellent condition
New tires, new battery, new seat, alloy wheels, oil cooler, saddle bags, tachometer, temperature gauge, volt
meter, auxiliary lights, tank cover, bike cover, tool kit, service records, clymer repair manual.
Contact Herman 250 208-7961

From time to time we receive from Valley Riders notices of motorcycles for sale. I have thought to include
them in “Buy & Sell” because such items could represent an opportunity for those of our members wishing to
purchase a used BMW. As it happens, we have space this issue to do that and have included these 2 motorcycles
below. Should we, in fact, continue to provide advertising for Valley Riders members?
Reader input would be appreciated.     Ed.

FOR SALE:
Silver-grey 1986 R100RT with key-matched K100 3-piece luggage.  This is a single-sided swing arm model
with the factory "K" bike forks and front brakes; handles and brakes very well. Has a nice leather dual saddle
(BMW "Comfort"??), European headlight switch, 4-way flashers, fairing vents, a hidden battery-disconnect
security switch, brand new battery and ME33 Laser and a very good ME55, and was just fully tuned, adjusted,
and serviced with any repairs needed done, all fluids changed, etc. (at Partly Dave's Garage).  Everything works
properly and the bike runs beautifully.  It is mechanically in excellent condition and is a comfortable and very
capable machine.  If you're interested in an airhead, it's a good one!  Asking $5000 with 3 month warranty
included (or best offer; you won't need the warranty anyway).   Dave (partly)   250 549-3666

FOR SALE:
1974 BMW R90S less than 42,000 miles, 99.9% stock, partial restoration in 2002. Used very little since.
Nice condition but not too good to ride.
$8500 O.B.O. or swap for R1150RS. Call Duncan @ 250.832.9336 or e-mail:  shady660@telus.net.
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A ROAD SIGN TO REMEMBER Submitted by – Geoff Stevenson

Road sign spotted in rural New Zealand on a recent visit:
 
Slow down!
No hospital.
No doctor.
One cemetery.

Club Ride Schedule 2008
www.bmwrvi.org
 bmwrvi@shaw.ca

Date Event Location Type Organizer
Sep 6
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Sidecar Cafe Breakfast Peter Juergensen

Sep 21
Sunday

Monthly Ride TBD Road Volunteer needed

Oct 5
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Blue Peter Breakfast Colleen Barnes

Oct tba
Sunday

Annual Meeting TBD Meeting Klaus Kreye

Nov 1
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye

Dec 7
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye

Issued 24 Aug 2008

THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, pay your dues of
$15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s.
Treasurer:        Peter Juergensen

            6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B-2W3           250-478-3244 *motonanny@telus.net
Mailing and Clothing:     Brian Davies

905 Park Heights Rd. Sooke, BC V0S-1N0  250-642-7047 *hekngon@uniserve.com
Editor: Brian Radford

456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K-2B6 250-653-9370 * bmwrad@shaw.ca
Librarian: Bob Leitch

2986 Barrett Dr. North Saanich V8L-1A3 (250) 656-6694 *bleitch@telus.net
Webmaster: Tom Thornton * tomndi@telus.net


