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EDITORIAL
Saturday morning – sunshine – several motorcycles and some suds at the Saltair Pub.  30 people, 15 bikes,
2 sidecar rigs, and 2 cages.  Counting the spares that’s 48 tyres. Weather could not have been better and the
company pretty good too.
Thanks to Roger  we are set up to have our June breakfast on Sunday the 1st of June at the Pioneer House
Restaurant at Whippletree Junction just south of  Duncan on the Trans Canada (Island) Highway #1. We hope
to have a goodly turnout, but your editor will be over in the Okanagan Valley, which is a nice place to be at this
time of the year but I won’t have my bike with me and won’t get to the campout at Midway BC that is being
put on by our friends and fellow BMW owners of the Valley Riders Club.
Thanks also to everyone for their best wishes and for the get-well card signed by many. At Saltair I stood up to
express this thought to the members present and in a typically klutzy moment managed to dump a very hot
coffee which landed partly on vulnerable portions of my person but mostly on the ground of the outdoor pub
patio. On several counts the scene could have been worse, as no one else got splashed, no carpets or hardwood
floors were damaged, and the timing was such that it was only coffee spilled and not the pint that was already
safely inside me.
It should be noted that I’m not making a fuss concerning the two members that arrived in automobiles on this
glorious sunny day. It was really good to see “Phoenix” Tom and Gerd. It was even better that they were
accompanied by their better halves by whom some much needed class was added to the occasion. We were able
to congratulate Gerd and Uta on their 56th anniversary.
Needless to say but I’ll say it anyway, it is truly marvelous for me to be back on the road again and looking
forward with the rest of you to a great and memorable riding season. See you all in Wyoming or if not there,
somewhere else along the way.         

Brian Radford

     SUNDAY, JUNE 1, BREAKFAST AT THE PIONEER RESTAURANT  9:30AM
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ROADS I HAVE RIDDEN    Haines Alaska to Johnson’s Crossing    By Vince Martorino

Haines Alaska to Johnson Crossing
We headed south out of Haines Junction towards the seaport of Haines, which had some of the best

scenery of the trip.  The road headed up above the tree line with snow capped mountains on both sides, one of
the lakes still covered in ice.  The summit was only 3,000 feet.  After the summit, we headed down and just past
the US customs the temperature came way up as we came down.  You could smell, as well as, see the lush
coastal forests.  The road now followed the twists of a wide river to Haines.  At times, the road is hung on the
mountain just above the water line.  As you come down the main road of town the view is spectacular with the
salt water held in by towering mountains reaching well past the tree lines to snow on the tops to a blue sky.
Even the road to the ferry just east of town is wonderful. From here, we took a short ferry ride to Skagway.
This town was full with 4 cruise ships in port and all campsites full.  It was wall-to-wall people and jewelry
stores. We would have stayed the night but there were no rooms anywhere, so after a while we headed out.  Up
the Whitehorse Valley we went which at the time was under construction and gravel to the top. We crossed a
cantilever bridge near the top that crosses a fault line that sees tremors quite often. Going up and away from the
coast meant going from warmer coastal weather to cold mountain temperatures again.  We followed along
Green Lake and back into BC.  We turned right in to Carcross in the Yukon on #8, which was gravel on the map
but turned into the best pavement yet.  Still no road we were on was straight or flat.  Along this way we saw a
very large grizzly and a black bear with a cub.  We end another long day camping at Johnson’s Crossing around
10:30 finding no motels along the way.
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MAY BREAKFAST by Ina Homer

Here are a few pictures of the breakfast May 3rd, at the Olympic View Golf Course. The breakfast was great.
Then afterwards some of the guys helped Lucy with a flat tire. Hhhhmmmm... it's a good thing there were men
around to fix it!!  Ina

 
May Breakfast photos by Ina Homer

SALTAIR PUB – MAY 18 photos by Roger Godlonton

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Hi Brian
I am in the process of taking the motorcycle courses through the Vancouver Island Safety Council in Victoria.
As for the course, I thought both my instructors were good guys and the course content was good. I had ridden
motorbikes off road as a kid but that was along time ago. I have been riding a scooter for a couple years, but I
hadn't operated a bike with a clutch for over 20 years so I really needed to take a course like this. The only
problem that I could identify would be that just as the last few of our class went to do their MST, the speedway
(where we did our course) turned into a zoo as the stock car racers started coming in and suddenly there were
people and vehicles everywhere. This made it much more stressful for me.  Lisa Doberthien
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CHIEF JOSEPH RALLY

The Chief Joseph Rally put on by BMW Riders of Oregon seems to b a perennial favourite of our club. This
year’s version will happen 19th to 22nd June and is at the same location (Grant County Fairgrounds in John Day,
at the junction of Highways 395 and 26). Good riding in all directions. Friday and Saturday dinners included in
the rally fee. On site food vendors can provide other meals, and there’s a beer garden.
Restaurants in town are 3 blocks away. Rally tee shirts will be on sale. Green grass camping and hot showers.
How can you lose at the pre-registration price of $40 US? (must be post marked by “6/05/2008”. Is that 6th May
or June 5th? Probably the latter) If later than 6/05 it will be $50 US.
Pre-register by e-mail at 2008 Chief Joseph Rally or www.bmwro.org.
Snail mail: Pre-Registration Form (please print legibly or type)
Rider name & Date.
e-mail address
Address: (City, state/prov, Zip/Postal Code)
Passenger name

GOLD RIVER CAMP-N-RIDE
 Due to clash of dates with the Chief Joseph Rally we have moved and renamed this event:
 North Island Gourmet Tour  28 / 29 June
 Sat 28th - depart 9am from our usual spot: Tim Hortons on Goldstream
 Lunch at Crown Isle, Comox
 Dinner at Odika Cafe, Gold River
 Please make your own lodging arrangements - book direct with one of the following:
 Ridgeview Motor Inn
$82 for single bed; $87 for double
www.ridgeview-inn.com
ridgeview@cablerocket.com
Tel: 1-250-283-2277 Fax: 1-250-283-7611
For Reservation: 1-800-989-3393
 Gold River Chalet
$89 plus taxes including continental breakfast.
www.goldriverchalet.com
goldriverchalet@cablerocket.com
1-866-4502688 or do it on the reservation page of the website
 If anyone is thinking of camping: the campsite is already pretty full and might well be noisy.
To camp contact Lions Club: Dayle Crawford 250-283-2972
 Return on Sunday with lunch at Atlas Cafe, Courtenay.
Please confirm your attendance to bmwrvi@shaw.ca so that we can get the right numbers for the lunch/dinner
reservations.
Klaus
CALLING ALL RIDERS!
There is an updated ride calendar at the end of the newsletter.
Port Renfrew ride: this is happening on the same weekend as the MOA National Rally. I intend going to the
rally so I can't organise the ride.
Any volunteers? All it takes is a phone call to book numbers for breakfast or brunch. I will supply info incl tel
number.
Please see also other events that are in need of an organiser.
Oct annual meeting will most likely have to move as I will likely be heading back to Africa for my project later
in the year. So that will remain as a "tba" for the time being.
As usual any comments, feedback or volunteers to bmwrvi@shaw.ca Klaus
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FIRE
We were sorry to hear about the fire at Tom & Di Thornton’s. Hope restoration is
progressing & they’ll soon be back home. Ed.
BMW R 65 1980 with Rapid Transit Fairing Collector Status 67,000 kms
The bike was partially dismantled and a new timing chain had been installed.  When it was removed from the
burning shop but alas the box with the parts listed below was not.
Hence most of the parts damaged were those items removed to accomplish this task and lube the clutch spline.
WANTED
List of known lost or damaged parts sought:
Full exhaust system
Luggage carrier racks
Timing chest cover
Rocker covers
Frt Ignition coil
Horns
Bar clamps
Plastic side covers
Rear Fender cowl
Instrument cluster surround
I will also consider selling the remainder of the bike as is.
Tom Thornton    Tel: 250 752 4326    1580 Marine Circle, Paksville. BC. V9P 1Y6 
Email Tom: thornton.tom1@gmail.com

WANTED 650GS
I am interested in purchasing a used 650 GS motorcycle and I am wondering if any of the members of your club
might have one for sale. I am a bit height challenged so I would require a lower seat.
The phone number to reach me at is 250-701-2700.
Lisa Doberthien

WANTED 
I need a good front wheel for my '88 R100RT mono.
 Had an unfortunate jump up a curb whilst riding into the sunset.
 It was a  " Golly  gosh  shucks " moment.  Yeah right.
 ph   250  442-4073
  Ron Baker, Danville, WA – member of Valley Riders
                                   
CLUB LIBRARIAN NEEDED – as far as we know
A person to house and take care of our library is needed. If someone has volunteered, please let us know. – Ed.

VALLEY RIDERS’ CAMPOUT
Friday, May 30th to Sunday, June 1st.
The Campground at Midway BC 1-1/2 hrs. east of Osoyoos on Highway 3.
Anybody interest in participating with the Valley Riders?
Ron Wiebe  Pres Valley BMW Riders
646 McCurrach Place  Kamloops, BC  V2B 8R1
Ph: 1-250-434-2575  Cell:  1-250-320-8328  Email: w646jr@shaw.ca
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Club Ride Schedule 2008

www.bmwrvi.org
bmwrvi@shaw.ca

Date Event Location Type Organizer
June 1
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Pioneer House
Duncan

Breakfast Roger Godlonton

June 21/22 Chief Joseph Rally Oregon Tour Klaus Kreye

June  28/29
Saturday/Sun

North Island Tour Gold River Road Klaus Kreye

July  5
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Dakota
Restaurant

Breakfast Volunteer needed

July 17/20 BMW MOA Rally Wyoming Tour Who is going?

July 19
Sunday

Monthly Ride Port Renfrew Road Volunteer needed

July 24-27
Thurs -Sunday

Cascade
Rendezvous

Menlo Wash. Rally www.wsbmwr.org/
rally/index.htm

Aug 10
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Salt Spring
Island

Breakfast Colleen Barnes

Aug 14-17 BeeCee Beemers Nakusp, BC Tour Klaus Kreye

Aug 24
Sunday

Ride up Island
Cheese Factory

Qualicum Beach Road Volunteer needed

Sep 6
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Sidecar Cafe Breakfast Volunteer needed

Sep 21
Sunday

Monthly Ride TBD Road Volunteer needed

Oct 5
Sunday

Monthly Gathering TBD Breakfast Volunteer needed

Oct tba
Sunday

Annual Meeting TBD Meeting Klaus Kreye

Nov 1
Saturday

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye

Dec 7
Sunday

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast Klaus Kreye

THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, pay your dues of
$15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s

Treasurer: Peter Juergensen
6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B 2W3
250 478 3244 * motonanny@telus.net

Mailing and Clothing: Brian Davies
                        905 Parkheights Dr Sooke BC V9Z 1B4
                        250 642 7047 * hekngon@uniserve.com
Editor:          Brian Radford
                     456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2B6
                     250 653 9370  * bmwrad@shaw.ca
Webmaster: Tom Thornton * tomndi@telus.net




