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EDITORIAL 
 
Diligent perusal of the last Beemer Reader will show my brilliant attempt to prolong the summer riding 
season, whereby July is 62 days in length, August is not acknowledged, September is an 
incomprehensible concept, and subsequent cold and wet months simply do not exist. I have to admit that 
the strategy did not work, so this is Volume 17, number 9 ((not number 8 and definitely not a 
continuation of number 7). In other words, all things, good or bad, eventually come to an end and so 
must summer. 
Nonetheless, this has been a good one for Gretchen 11 and her crew, what with the ride to and from the 
International at West Bend, Wisconsin, some touring and rallies in the Kootenay country and some local 
riding. Just like the patchy summer, there were some rainy/cloudy interludes in the otherwise serene 
performance of the old boxer but these were not insoluble. In addition to regular maintenance, it does 
seem that a winter carburator rebuild and overhaul of the electrics is required before we can contemplate 
the 2008 International M.O.A. in Gillette, Wyoming next July. Meanwhile I’m looking  
forward to a nice stretch of autumn weather for the next couple of months for some day-to-day rides so 
that the winter will seem shorter. 
A highlight of the Bee Cee Beemer’s 6th Hotsprings Rally at Nakusp was the ‘roast’ of Phil Funnell who 
took the irreverence with good humour. Phil must be acknowledged as the BMW guru in these parts for 
a few decades, and we learned some details of his epic rides in 1978 and 1979 from Vancouver south to 
the tip of South America at Ushaia (next stop would have been Antartica if he could have found a road), 
and the trip south was followed almost immediately by a ride to Tuktoyaktuk NWT in March (which is 
in those latitudes certainly winter and not spring) so that he could utilize the ice bridges over the 
MacKenzie River.  For sure there were no spring flowers to be seen. 
I bought Gretchen 11 from Phil in October 1978 and she was a close relative of the R80/7 that was used 
for both of these record-setting journeys (and which bike I rode from Phil’s shop to fetch my cheque 
book from North Vancouver to facilitate the deal). We heard enough at this presentation to provide the 
basis of a good sized volume. All of his exploits are backed up by newspaper articles written shortly 
after the event, and these were available to those of us attending. Absolutely mind boggling. 
Brian Radford 
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K BIKE SPLINES:  AN ASSESSMENT OF BRUNO’S 2004 REPAIR          
by  Dennis Grimmer 
 
Last month I removed the rear end and inspected the rear driveshaft spline and pinion shaft groove 
spline on my 1990 K75s to see if Bruno’s rebuild of the parts in 2004 were as effective as he promised.  
Here are the results. 
The early K bikes (1986 – mid-90’s) have a reputation for having problems with drive shaft splines, 
even if they are serviced at regular intervals as my BMW was.   There are 3 splines: one at the clutch, 
and one on each end of the drive shaft.   Reports suggest the driveshaft spline connected to the pinion 
gear in the rear drive is the one most likely to leave riders stranded.  In the July 2004 with 34,500 Kil on 
the bike,  I removed the rear end, swingarm, driveshaft and transmission to check and service all the 
splines.   On inspection, unfortunately, I discovered the characteristic “saw tooth” pattern of wear in the 
rear spline and also small “steps” in the rear drive pinion groove spline .   Failure occurs when the 2 
parts wear to the point that the driveshaft “ratchets” over the top of the pinion.  Fortunately, the other 
splines looked fine. After talking to other members, (particularly Bill Wallace and Geoff Stephenson 
who have experience with the K bikes), I contacted Bruno’s Machine & Repair in Iron Bridge, Ontario.   
Bruno offers a rebuild with several modifications to the K bike drive shaft which he claims improve on 
the original design.  Bruno’s rebuild involves removing the rear spline from the driveshaft and welding 
on a replacement spline which is both 30% longer and made with harder metal.  In addition, the new 
spline has a collar at the front end which traps the grease which otherwise can migrate out of the spline 
and into the front of the driveshaft.   Bruno can also replace the U-joint on the front end of the driveshaft 
and install one with a grease fitting.  I also wanted this work done as my driveshaft U-joint (like many 
stock BMW driveshafts) lacks a grease fitting.   
After several conversations with Bruno, I shipped the rear drive and the driveshaft off to Bruno.  To do 
the work on the pinion shaft, Bruno disassembled the rear end which allows him to check the pinion 
bearing, etc. in the rear drive.   Fortunately the rear drive was fine except for the need to rebuild the 
groove spline on the pinion shaft.   Bruno also did the work on the driveshaft described above, and $650 
and two weeks later everything was shipped back to me with a small container of his recommended 
grease.  I re-assembled everything and put Bruno’s grease not only on spline surfaces but also packed 
the reservoir area. 
My inspection last month (three years and 5,000 kilometers later) of the rear driveshaft spline and the 
pinion groove spline showed the rebuild seems to be working well.   On removal, I found the splines 
well coated with grease.  After cleaning, I did not see any evidence of wear on any of the parts.   It was 
interesting to see that about 1/3 of the grease from the reservoir had migrated past the spline and was 
trapped in the small space next to the rear end seal.   And there was still a fair amount of grease in the 
reservoir.  In conclusion, I think Bruno’s repair is a very viable option for these bikes and may offer a 
longterm solution to this problem.  It is considerably less expensive than buying a new driveshaft and 
rear drive. For more info on Bruno, ref.  www.brunos.us    
Using a good spline grease is critical to maintain these splines.   The grease originally recommended by  
BMW  (BMW  #10) which I used in the 1990’s “failed miserably at the task” according to 
benchwrenching Paul Glaves.  Ref. his article in BMW Owners News, July, 2007.    I am currently using 
the high molybdenum disulphide grease provided by Bruno.   Bill Wallace talked to Bruno recently and 
this grease is apparently Guarddog 525.  See www.GuardDogMoly.com     
Also, if any wear is observed with the original equipment, one lower cost option is to immediately 
replace the driveshaft with BMW’s OEM part, use the best possible grease, and then shorten the 
maintenance intervals.   These steps would extend the life of the more expensive rear drive with its 
pinion groove spline.  It is clear that the original equipment drive shaft spline (with its soft metal) was 
designed to be the “sacrificial element” in the drive train ie. it will wear faster than the pinion groove 
spline.     
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BUY AND SELL 
 
WANTED: 
Riding pants and gloves - size men’s small 
Contact Connie Hardy – 250-537-5197 
 
 
FOR SALE: 
1 pair deep tone stainless mufflers for BMW /7, R90, R100 (all models up to 1984). Exact 
replica of the original (good for ICBC collector status) $900.00 
Contact Klaus Kreye 474-9777:   kukreye@shaw.ca>kukreye@shaw.ca 
 
FOR SALE: 
Blue one piece, fits 5-ft 9-10 in. and would suit a 160 to 170 lb. rider. It has never been 
scraped on the ground and is very clean. I should like to sell it for $500 Cdn.,  
Barrie & Audrey Howell <<mailto:baraud@shaw.ca>baraud@shaw.ca 
 
 
FOR SALE: 
650 BMW 2002 -- 7000km's winter stored. Heated grips, plug in for heated vest, belt ridden, 
new battery--comes w/ soft bags that turn into hiking bag. Silver and in great shape-- $ 7000 
firm. 
debpowers <<mailto:d_powers@telus.net>d_powers@telus.net> 
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ADVANCED MOTORCYCLE TRAINING COURSE   
 
A couple of local police officers are offering an advanced motorcycle 
training course here in Victoria.  Looks quite interesting. 
 
For details see the following link: http://www.advancedridertraining.ca/ 
Submitted by: Peter Juergensen 
 
MYSTERY TOUR? 
Has anyone been to the  <http://www.oysterrun.org/>www.oysterrun.org in Anacortes? 
How about we use that for our Sept mystery tour? Rgds KK 
 
 
 
    

BMW RVI Club Ride Schedule 2007 
Date Event Location Type Organizer 

Sep 8  
Saturday 

Monthly Gathering TBD Breakfast  

Sep 23 
Sunday 

Mystery Tour  
 

 Road Volunteer needed 

Oct 14   
Sunday 

Monthly Gathering 
& AGM 

TBD Breakfast Volunteer needed 

Oct 21 
Sunday 

Monthly Ride TBD Road Tom Thornton 

Nov 3 
Saturday 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast  

Dec 
Sunday 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast  

Jan 1, 2008 
Tuesday 

TROC  Event Bob Leitch 

Jan 5 
Saturday 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast  

Feb 2 
Sunday 

Monthly Gathering Chequered Flag Breakfast  

Feb 17 
Saturday 

Cabin Fever Potluck  Event Volunteer needed 
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Photo submitted by; Conrad Moller  Taken outside Moby’s Pub at the August breakfast meeting on SSI 
 
 
 
 
THIS LIST ENABLES YOU TO: submit articles or ideas for future issues of Beemer Reader, 
pay your dues of $15, order club clothing, and borrow books and DVD’s. 
 

Treasurer: Peter Juergensen     BMW RVI Calendar 2007 
  6-310 Goldstream Ave. Colwood, BC V9B-2W3   
  250-478-3244 * motonanny@telus.net    
Mailing and Clothing:     Brian Davies     
  905 Park Heights Rd. Sooke, BC V0S-1N0    
  250-642-7047 * hekngon@uniserve.com   Sat September 08 
Editor:  Brian Radford      Sun October 14 
  456 Dukes Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K-2B6  Sat November 03 
  250-653-9370 * bmwrad@island.net   Sun December 02 
Librarian: Victor Buck        
  5107 Del Monte Ave. Victoria, BC V8Y-1W9 
  250-472-8303 * homeontheridge@shaw.ca  
 


