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In This Issue !! 

MEMBERS’ RIDES 



Time for a new editor - I hate to do this, but family and other interests are 

taking priority and so I have to step down.  Volunteers for this position 

can announce themselves by preparing the January newsletter and  sending it to 

Brian Davies for distribution. Page 2 

On the front cover this month is none other than Chris Jones, past editor 

of the Beemer Reader and well known to all as a very active member of 

the club.  Chris has a R100RT which he had (very successfully) double plugged with an associated 

increase in ride ability and performance. 

ONLY 72 being made – 38 already spoken for. $15 each. 
RESERVE YOURS NOW!  Call Chris Jones at 592-4311 

BMWMOA 237 - BMWRA 290 
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It’s recognition time at the Beemer Reader - when the BMWRVI 
membership says thanks to those who have donated their time 
and energy to the club.  And so, in no order but with equal grati-
tude, please join me in thanking Chris Jones for editorial/
newsletter work, newsletter articles, monthly rides, and initia-
tives such as the cap purchase below; Barry Salter for organizing 
monthly rides and newsletter articles; Bill Wallace for organizing 
various activities such as the tire purchase and the SmarTire 
Monitoring presentation;  Geoff Stevenson for newsletter articles, 
tips, and a great chilli/New Year party; Vince Martorino for his 
monthly articles; Richard Doucet for library duties; Sandy 
Goodall for our Stonehouse Pub breakfast; Michael Gye, Toby 
Gabriel and Julie Briant for articles; and Jack Sinclair for leading 
a monthly ride.  Obviously there’s no forgetting Brian Davies and 
Peter Juergensen for their efforts; and, finally, thanks to all the 
club members for, well,...being members! 

Thanks to all our Volunteers!! 

ADMIN STUFF 

MEMBER’S RIDES 

BALL CAPS 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Yup, its that time of year again when we look for the per-

fect gift, go crazy with endless in-store seasonal tunes,  

and look for the one burnt bulb in the string.  Its also the 

time when we think of family, remember our good fortunes 

and look forward with anticipation to the new year. 

To all of you, the merriest of the season and all the best in 

the new year.   And, of course, may your stocking be filled 

ride suggestions for 2006…      Rich 



The first change I made to my bike was the brake 
light.  Nothing outrageous or spectacular; just 
something more noticeable and a little….flashy.  
So I went to see Kevin, owner of Gizmo Mill (370-

0802).  In addition to having the light I wanted, a pleasant surprise was getting 15% off of the 
regular price for being a member of the BMW Riders (Vancouver Island). 
 
In less than 5 minutes, Kevin installed my new brake light and the bike went from every day to, 
well, a little flashy.  The new LED light was brighter and flashed rapidly then went solid when the 
brakes were applied.   I thought about changing it to the “solid” light setting but decided not to.  
Besides, the flashing effect was supposed to increase my visibility to the drivers behind me. 
 
I would like to say that I’ve had a lot of comments about the brake light, but I haven’t.  There were 
a few incidents of tail-gaters who backed off when I tapped the brake.  And one case of a driver do-
ing the “red light creep” (you know the type: creeps closer and closer to your back tire, regardless 
of the fact that you haven’t moved because the light is STILL RED), who stopped when the bright 
flashes caught his eye.  Most comments were from fellow riders, who, after being behind my bike, 
had this to say: “That flashing light is really irritating!!!”  I know, but you do see it. 
 

You can find Kevin’s website at http://www.gizmomill.com/ and/or http://www.homebody-

design.com/ (website being changed from old to new).    

 

Julie Briant 

2006 BMW F800S - First Look 
BMW Motorrad is shaking things up in the mid-range sportbike market 
in 2006 with the announced release of the F800S. Due for a first-half 
2006 debut, the F800S is a mean looking 800cc Twin that is sure to ex-
cite Beemer aficionados the world over and promises to deliver the high
-quality amenities we have all grown to expect from a bike carrying the 
BMW moniker. But that said, don't think that this is your typical Beemer, 
because there are a few changes on tap. 
 
At the heart of the F800S beats the first ever inline two-cylinder in the 
long and storied history of the famed German manufacturer. Co-
developed with Bombardier-Rotax GmbH and built in the Austrian Ro-
tax factory, the two-cylinder four-valve engine is a new design alto-

gether. An integrated 6-speed gearbox will deliver a claimed power output in excess of 80 bhp. The engine's 12:1 com-
pression ratio and hi-tech combustion chamber (designed similar to the new K-engine's) produce low-emission and 
greater fuel efficiency, which BMW expects will better their rivals. 
 
Another wrinkle in the new F800S is that the engine power will reach the back wheel by way of a belt-drive along the 
right side of a single-sided swingarm. Forgoing the usual shaft drive, the quieter belt-drive - first introduced by BMW on 
the F650CS (which has been discontinued for 2006) - will utilize all the inherent advantages of lower maintenance, 
lighter weight, less space, and more efficiency. 
 
If the new engine and uncharacteristic belt-drive worry you, rest assured that the F800S appears to serve up the crea-
ture comforts and finer things that BMW devotees require. Weighing in at a claimed dry weight of 419 lbs, the F800S 
has a sleek and sporty look but somehow manages to retain that BMW style. Pledging to deliver the required suspen-
sion and handling befitting of a sportsbike, the F800S will also possess the BMW-expected reputation for ergonomics, 
safety, and state-of-the-art everything. 
Extract from Bart Madson’s article at http://www.motorcycle-usa.com/Article_Page.aspx?ArticleID=2544&Page=1 Page 3 

Flashing Brake Light 

Check this out!! 



Chief Joseph Scenic Hwy 

  

This road is just north of Cody, 

Wyoming and connects up with 

the north east entrance to Yel-

lowstone Park.  The Hwy num-

ber is 206 which heads north.  

The road winds fairly fast up to 

Dead Indian Pass at 8,060 ft. 

where there is a great look-out. 

From the view, the road down below is fascinating to see. This is 

were you see the meaning of switch backs.  The way it goes about 

g e t t i n g 

down to 

the Clark 

Fork River. Then it follows it to the NE Gate of Yellow-

stone Park. On this route there is only one store stop. 

Check the sign over the kitchen.  The N.E. part of the 

park is different from the rest with its prairie pastures 

and herds of buffalo and a river twisting along.  Obvi-

ously good fishing - at every corner of the river some-

one was standing,  fishing.  

Vince Martorino 

ROADS RIDDEN - TRIPS TAKEN 

 Geoff Stevenson's almost-annual and nearly-famous New Year's Day chili party 
is on again for 2006.  Most of us will meet at Island View Beach for our tradi-

tional toast to the New Year. Geoff will be there and you can just follow him home, just 4-5km 
away. 
  
If you can't make it to the beach, here's how to get to Geoff"s place, 6924 Bayside Place in Brent-
wood Bay, 652-9127.  He lives not far from Butchart Gardens. So, if you're coming from the city, 
get on Wallace Drive and ride north until you see the Port Royale townhouses on the left. Soon af-
ter that, you'll come to Hagan Road. Turn left, down the hill, and take the second left, which is Jo-
sephine. Ignore the Dead End/No Exit signs and take the next left, which is Bayside Place. Geoff's 
house is the second on the right.  There's driveway parking for a number of 
bikes and lots of room on the dead-end street for everyone else. 
  
If you're coming from the north, get to Brentwood Bay's only traffic light at 
the corner of Wallace and West Saanich Road. Head southwest on Wallace for 
a kilometer or so. Pass Bayside Middle School on your left and look for Hagan 
soon thereafter, on the right. Turn right and follow directions as above.  Fig-
ure to get to Geoff's around 1 p.m. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
BUY SELL OR TRADE 

 

 

»  This space for rent…. 

Toast the New Year with Geoff's  
‘nearly-famous’ chili party 


