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The August Breakfast Meeting (Sunday 7th Aug) will be at the 
Pioneer House at Whippletree Junction.  Breakfast choices 

ranged from about $4.50 - $10.  Whipple Tree Junction is 43 
kms north of the Millstream overpass and on the right side of the 

island highway.  Phone  250 746 5848 and the website is at   

http://www.emenus.ca/pioneerhouse.  ~Ed  

August Breakfast Meeting Change of Venue 

A great article from Michael Gye starting just below, the 

July Mystery ride at page two, part 2 to Geoff Stevenson’s 

“Six of the very best roads for riding” and part 2 to Vince 
Martino’s “Creston to Vernon “ ride.  As well, some photos of July’s Stonehouse Pub break-

fast meeting.  I have a few too many articles and hence you’ll see your submission in the 
September issue.  Finally, summer and a move has kept me from being more timely with 

this edition - I will do better next time.  ~Ed 

In This Issue 

Still on full lean, I start to get on the 

gas as I pass the apex of the turn lead-

ing onto the drag strip that makes up the front 

straight of the Mission Raceway. A second later, my 

bike straightens up and the front wheel starts to lift 

under heavy acceleration. …I pull my body up 

against the gas tank to keep the front wheel down…. 

Faster,,, Faster and yet faster Phantom and I speed 

toward Turn 1. Fear makes my eyeballs start to vi-

brate inside their sockets as I hurtle toward the hair-

pin at the end of the straight.  GET OFF THE THROT-

TLE… SIT UP STRAIGHT …. SQUEEZE THE FRONT 

BRAKE HARD…I shift down three gears as we scrub 

off speed, then push on the ...continued on page 2 

Mission Track Daze (July 4, 2005) 

Photo courtesy of Meighan Makarchuk 

The Big Lemon on Phantom, doing his stuff 



    The third ride, July 17, 2005 was attended by three riders and 

one well wisher. We headed out about 10:30 and took the route 

Millstream to Millstream Lake Rd, Ross/Durrance, W Saanich Rd 

to Landsend; back by the east side Westhaven, Lochside, and Cad-

boro Bay Rd, Beach Dr. We stopped for a bite at the Marina and 

then winded our way back to Langford. A good 3 hour ride!! 

Chris Jones 
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Mission Track Daze...continued from page 1... right handlebar 

to lean the bike into the right hander as we arrive. The heavy 

braking forces my body forward; my right foot is too far ahead on 

the foot peg and grinds on the blacktop…. We’re already past the 

apex…ACCELERATE... Good grief! Here comes Turn 2… Lift bum 

and hang off left…Brake again, and into the turn… back off the 

brake and accelerate again as we pass the apex… NOT TOO 

MUCH! You’ll hit the wall you idiot!  NOW, PIN IT!.. We fly up the 

back straight to Turn 3.  Georgia, the marshal attending the cor-

ner looks anxious as I out-brake the rider I have been trying to 

catch. The bike gets out of shape as I make the last down-shift 

with too few revs. I relax on the bars and the bike settles just in 

time to navigate the corner with poor grace… Phew… that was 

close!  Then into a short straight before negotiating the sweetest 

part of this challenging course; a number of curves of varying radii  

that take us back to the front straight again.  I enter the last turn 

too hot and go wide….my opponent slips by on the inside… Dam-

mit…. But I’m enjoying the hell out of this!  

The Big Lemon aka Michael Gye  

The July Mystery Ride 

Tom Baker, Chris Jones, and Jack Kasenburg (Bill Wal-

lace came to give us a "send off" - thanks Bill) Discussing the bike (L to R):  

Jack, Tom, and Bill 



Six of the very best 
roads for riding - Part 2 
 
By Geoff Stevenson 
 
This is Part 2 of Geoff’s submission - Part 1 can be found 
in the July issue of the Beemer Reader  ~Ed. 
 
California 36, from near Eureka to Susan-
ville came recommended as one of America’s 
great motorbike roads. We can confirm that 
this is no exaggeration. (For another perspec-
tive, go to www.pashnit.com). 
 
This ride is a serious meal that will take you 
most of the day to devour, depending on the 
weather. 
 
You go south from Eureka on US 101 and turn 
east onto 36 just south of Fortuna. You’re 
soon into Grizzly Creek Redwoods State Park; 
if you have time for photo opportunities, there 
are lots of big trees to capture on film (or, in-
creasingly, digitally). 
 
This is no place to rush: The road is narrow 
and twisty and quite bumpy, but you’re soon 
out of the woods and climbing steadily. In fact, 
you go up and down several times before Red 
Bluff, where 36 crosses I5 (and where we 
stopped for lunch). 
 
But what a variety of ups and downs! Since 
you start on the coast and, well before Red 
Bluff, are riding between fields already turning 
brown in mid-May, you come through several 
distinct geographical areas in just a few hours. 
 
After Red Bluff, you start climbing again, this 
time more seriously; the two high passes are 
close to 6,000 feet and we had perhaps 10 
minutes of sleet while crossing Fredonyer 
Pass, about 15 miles west of Susanville. 
 
It was about 265 miles from Eureka to Susan-
ville and while we all lost count of the sweep-
ers and gearshifts, we agreed it had been a 
pretty special experience. Very highly recom-
mended. 
 
Washington 97, from Ellensburg to Leaven-
worth, is the perfect start to the day. It’s just 

over 50 miles; we rode it before breakfast one 
Saturday morning when the pavement was dry 
and the morning light exquisite. 
 
This is mostly easy riding over Blewett Pass, 
which is a modest 4.102 feet. The section from 
the pass to Leavenworth (or, to be precise, to 
Highway 2 just east of Leavenworth since 
that’s where 97 turns east on its way to 
Osoyoos) is probably the best riding. 
 
This is great pavement with some fine sweep-
ers and steadily changing scenery as you drop 
down into the heart of Washington’s apple 
country. 
 
After Leavenworth, as many of you know, you 
can head for Tsawwassen either over the Ste-
vens Pass (Highway 2) and I5, or, with a little 
backtracking, take 97 and 153 to Twisp and 
then Washington 20 (the North Cascades 
Highway) over Washington Pass, which is an-
other great ride. 
 
Oregon 35 takes you from Hood River to 
the southeastern corner of Mount Hood. 
 
Hood River, which styles itself as the world’s 
wind-surfing capital, is a great lunch (or over-
night) stop. It has an impressive selection of 
architecture in the heart of the town – and a 
number of tempting pubs, some of which brew 
their own suds. 
 
We, alas, arrived at noon and settled for coffee 
and ice water. Next time, I’ve made a mental 
note to park the bikes and stay overnight. 
 
It’s just 41 miles from Hood River, on the 
mighty Columbia, to Government Camp, 
where Highway 35 joins Oregon 26, which 
trends southeast before taking you through 
Madras and onto Redmond (site of a recent 
National BMW rally) and Bend, which some of 
like for its Deschutes Brewery brewpub. 
 
You climb quickly and there’s a smorgasbord 
of sweepers en route. If the sun co-operates, 
you’ll have glimpses of 11,235-foot Mount 
Hood. Take your camera – and be prepared to 
stop. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
BUY SELL OR TRADE 
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»1966 R69S.  Matching num-

bers, collectors plate.  Un-

restored, with 8000 original 

miles.  Excellent condi-

tion.  Needs new muffler.  Every-

thing works.  Have two seats, 

and some spare parts on 

hand.  With original shop manual, 

riders handbook, etc.  Jpegs 

available.  $7000 CAD.  Located 

in Campbell River.  (250) 923-

3575  Neil Wilcox 

» BMW System IV Helmet.   Red, 

size 7 1/8.  Very new-ish (no 

scratches, marks etc. worn 

twice). I have two alike so you 

can take whichever one you find 

nicer.  Reason for sale: I prefer 

an open face.  Asking $375 rea-

sonable offers considered.  Rich 

658 3874 rmgravel@telus.net  

» For sale: tank bag ($199 nego-

tiable), and hitch and trailer 

($975) for a K75C (may fit oth-

ers).    I crashed my bike and 

need money to buy a car.   The 

trailer is a Monogo and the bag is 

a Sargent Super Bag.  Martin 

Pariseau  Home: (250) 245-0951  

Cell: (250) 618-1606 

JULY BREAKFAST at the STONEHOUSE PUB 

All I can say is,….I had a great time and a fantastic breakfast - 
hope the rest of you did too.  With 30 plus  members turning out, it 
was a great success.  A letter of thanks will be 
going to the Pub staff shortly.  ~Ed 

What a spread !!! 

A beautiful sight 

17 Creston to Vernon 
Part 2  

New Denver is at the corner of Hwy 31A & No. 6 on Slocan Lake. 

Southwards goes to Castlegar and northwards, the way I went, 

leads to Nakusp (47 Km). If you went to Castlegar you wouldn’t be 

disappointed - the road sweeps through and twists along the lake 

than follows the Slocan River through farms & valleys to Castle-

gar.   

   On my route you turn right to head for Nakusp and even-

tually Vernon, which has you following the Bonanza Creek up an-

other series of mountains to Summit Lake before you start down 

into Nakusp (44K) at the lower end of the Upper Arrow Lakes. 

 The best part of this road is the scenery.  At Nakusp you 

could turn right along the to Galenu Bay and catch a ferry which 

then follows the Salmon Arm River to Revelstoke, which I have 

done at other times and found interesting  - with marshy area just 

before you come into  Revelstoke.(47K) 

 At Nakusp I turned left and follow the lake south to Fau-

guier (40K) and caught the ferry to Needles at the top of the Lower 

Arrow Lake and the start of another great road. 

 The final leg to Vernon (128K) is, to me, the best road in BC 

because of the turns, the remoteness with good scenery and nice 

pavement.  The destination book this sums up this road, “It’s an 

enormously varied riding experience. It ranges from farmland to 

wilderness, canyon to mountain summit and tight narrow twisters 

to long, leaning sweeps.” The Mountain range you cross is the 

Monashee. The road is a “must ride” road.  Vince Martorino  

ROADS RIDDEN - TRIPS TAKEN 


