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FROM THE EDITORS

Don't Forget, the next Breakfast meeting is
Saturday May 4 at:

OLYMPIC VI€UJ GOLF CLUB

By then hopefully the uueather will be cooperat
ing better than it has been - writing this I'm lookingout
at torrential downpours and balcony furniture moved
around helter skelter by last night's winds. Not exactly
conducive to motorcycling! But it's always nice for our
annual Brigantine ride, right?

This issue has an interesting and very informa
tive article by DennisGrimmer on his latest trip to Baja
with California member Wayne Marsula. I found it par
ticularly encouraging that he feels it would be no sweat
to take a street bike - I've always wanted to go but
have been nervous about road conditions. Maybe next
year! Thanks Dennis.

UJe need to come up with some more summer
rides/parties/dinners/get-togethers etc. Let's put our
heads together at the next meeting.

Love, Sally
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CLUB STORES UPDATE
by Brian Davies

As of April 17 the club has 5 sweatshirts
left, all extra large. In Tshirts we have 1 large, 7
Xlarge and 2 XXIarge. Iwould like to thank eve
ryone for making it easy for me to do this. I've
enjoyed it!! This method of "1 style 1 price"
seems to have worked fairly well. I'm open to
suggestions for improvement for future orders
in clothing or other goodies.

LUhile on the topic of goodies - I've be
gun some research on oil filters. So far I've come
up with 3 basic styles for the older twins. There
seems to be lots that will fit the K's and Rl 1 's.

1) Straight (11 42 133 572)
2) Hinged Short (11 42 133 570)
3) Hinged Long for coolers (11 42 133 575)
4) Spin-ons (11 42 460 845)

I've talked to Capital Cycle in Virginia and
they seem willing to talk quantity deals, i.e.
greater than 50 filters per order. The prices that
follow include 8% duty, 7% GST, PST where ap
plicable, exchange, and estimated postage. The
hinged long are $14.37 from local dealers and
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$13.25 (ballpark) from Capital Cycle. The hinged
short (of particular interest to me!!) is $18.46
here and $13.25 from Capital Cycle.The straight
filter is about half the price of the hinged short
from both places. I've got From equivalent num
bers, and the prices quoted from Victoria deal
ers are within pennies of the Capital Cycleprices.
The From prices are quantity prices as well!! As
far as the spin-on types for the K's and Rll's,
it's a whole nother world out there!! The BMLU
filter is worth about $12.50 from Capital Cycle
(and $19.66 here - before taxes). The From
equivalent (PH 6063) is $11.83 including taxes,
locally available from Coast Industrial. From
makes other filters that will physically fit, one of
which, PH3614, is available at LUal-mart for
$3.38 but this is NOT a BMW equivalent. Hav
ing said that, Ipersonally do not know the spe
cific difference between the $3 and the $12
types. Imention this as information only, not as
advice or even suggestion. If anyone knows more
details I would love to hear from you (maybe
even a letter to the ed!!)

So after all this I'm looking for people in
terested in buying a few filters!! Please phone
me at 386-0967 and let me know your filter type
plus any comments. Thank you.
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THE BAJA
by Dennis Grimmer

Dennis loadedfor action, with Santa Rosalia

UJhen LUayne Marsula - our southern most
BMLU RVI member - asked me if I wanted to join
him in a trip into Baja for the 23rd Brass Monkey
sidecar rally in Mulege, I said great. But then I
began to wonder - my Vamaha DT 200 that I
keep in So. California is a long way from being
a sidecar rig. LUayne, our resident Baja expert,
said "no problem." In any event he would be
taking his R100GS with the sidecar, so those
were our credentials. As I later learned, these
sidecarists are pretty laid back individuals with
no real brand affiliation, and solo bikes were

welcome.

We planned a 10-day trip in Baja with
our initial destination being Jake Jacob's house
at Coyote Bay, where the rallywas being hosted.
We left C-scondido (just north of San Diego) on
Wed. Feb. 15 for the short ride west to the Twin

Lakes camping/RV park in the US, just north of
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Tecate, Mexico. Later that evening we met some
of Wayne's friends who planned to ride with us.
One couple, Reuben and Joan, were on a Kl 00

with a California

sidecar, and their

friend Greg had a
R80. The camping
was hardly restful.
In addition to the

barking dogs and
noisy roosters dur-
ing the night, it
was cold, barely
above freezing
when we got up.

After clear

ing the border
early on Thursday,
we headed south

on Highway 3, a
high altitude road
which cuts south

in the background through ^ moun.
tains, finally angles west and hits the west coast
just north of Cnsenada. At this point we picked
up Highway #1, which is the main north/south
artery of Baja. C-nsenada is a big, unattractive
town and not worth stopping for. It is the more
remote, much less populated areas below
C-nsenada which are the real attraction. We fol

lowed the coast south. It was cold all the way
down and with no wind protection on the
Vamaha, Iwas cursing the fact that Ididn't have
an electric vest. We stopped for lunch near San
Quintin and I finally warmed up. Then on to CI
Rosario where #1 goes southeast back into the
interior and higher plateau country.

Our destination for the first day was the
"big boulder" country near Catavina. This area
is sparsely populated and you can camp just
about anywhere. In many parts of rural Baja,
there are no fences and it's not posted, so you
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Wayne catching some ZZ's in his combination tent/sleeping bagcalleda Cocoon

can usually just pull off on some jeep trail and
camp 1/2 mile or so from the main road. As we
approached Catavina, we had a bit of excite
ment when Wayne's special (never needs re
placing) oil filter developed a leak and he
started losing a fair amount of oil. Thissituation
is potentially serious, as there are huge unpopu
lated areas of Baja where you are on your own
in terms of repairs. Fortunately, Wayne comes
well equipped for these trips, with stores of
spare parts, tools, etc. carried in the sidecar.
We managed to make it to a spot we like near
Catavina that night, and he pulled some special
"goop" from his stores and sealed the leaking
plug. It held the following day.

On Friday we planned another 300-mile
day, as we wanted to make it to Jake's place
by that night. This distance, and cruising at 60
MPH, is a bit of a stretch for my 200 cc bike (and
my bum), but I kept thinking how wonderful it
would be once we got there and I could take
this bike off road. Fortunately, the temperature
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was warmer on

Friday and Ididn't
need an electric

vest. As you head
south on highway
#1 from Catavina,

the scenery
changes from the
high boulder
fields back to the

west coast la

goons; then go
ing southeast
through the
Viscaino desert

there are areas

with cacti and

strange trees, like
the elephant
trees which grow
out of the lava. A

lot of people think Baja is mostly a flat desert
with little vegetation. There is a lot of this, but
the terrain varies quite a bit, with a lot of moun
tains and foothills and a great variety of veg
etation - most of which is quite foreign to us.

Finally we hit the Gulf of California (Sea
of Cortez) and travelled the section from Santa
Rosalia to Mulege. The road follows the coast
and there are excellent views of islands, which

look like they're part of the Greek isles. Jake's
place is about 15 miles south of Mulage at
Coyote Bay, which is about 600 miles below the
border.

Itwas a good thing we got to Jake's place
early, as his house is on the side of a steep hill
overlooking the bay and there is very little flat
space to camp on. The five of us set up next to
the house, a few staked out Jake's deck, and a
few more took over his old school bus - with one

on it's roof, secured from rolling off in the night
by a luggage rack. But probably more than half
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of the 45 riders who eventually showed up
stayed at the base of the hill, which was defi
nitely less desirable since Jake kept his fridge
full of cold beer and it was at least a 5 minute
walk up a sharp grade to get from the base to
his house.

The rally was a lot of fun. There were only
7-8 sidecars, and about 25 solo bikes - most
being experienced, long distance riders with
stories about trips into Mexico and Central
America, etc. Jake himself is no exception. He
has done the four corners in the US four times,

and one summer rode 50,000 miles on his

R100RT. He also has an old BMW with a Ural

sidecar. We spent the weekend sitting on Jake's
deck after rides, drinking beer, enjoying the view
and the great weather, and eating excellent
Mexican food. I went swimming when I found
out (to my surprise) that the water in Coyote
bay was a lot warmer than at Mulage just to
the north. I guess that's what brings so many
RVs to the beaches of the Bay of Conception. I
also explored some of the dirt roads and trails
in the area, although, since I was riding alone, I
didn't often go very far off the main roads. I fig
ured if I broke down (or broke a leg), it would
mean walking (or crawling) back to a road where
there was hopefully some traffic. The rally cul
minated with a goat meat feast on Sunday,
which Jake hosted at a restaurant in Mulege. It
was great.

On Monday, most of the riders took off
for various destinations. Our small group split
up as well, with Greg heading south alone for
Cabo San Lucasat the tip, and Reuben and Joan
making for Guerrero Negro on the west coast to
visit the lagoons where the grey whale calves
are born. Wayne and I decided to stay another
day in the area, and checked into the Hotel
Serenidad at Mulege. Nice rooms, hot showers,
and good food. On Tuesday we started head
ing back north along the Sea of Cortez on the
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east coast. We turned off the #1 north of €1
Crucero, and started the 45 miles of washboard
to Gonzaga Bay.

The roads in and out of Gonzaga Bay are
largely crushed rock and loose gravel with occa
sional stretches of sand. Because they are wash
board, they are "4/40" roads - you either go 4
MPH (or slower) or 40 MPH (or faster) where
everything smooths out. Anything in between is
guaranteed to shake you and your bike into
pieces. Vou have to be careful in these condi
tions and recognise when the gravel (or rarer
stretches of sand) is getting heavy, in which case

The Yanaha DT infront ofa Saguaro cactus
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you hove to slow down or at least start to ride
in the car tracks where the gravel or sand is most
compact and stable. Learning to cross from one
track to another is exciting and should be quickly
learned. With the sidecar, Wayne didn't have
the same stability concerns and he was pretty
quick over this stretch.

We reached Rlfonsines at Gonzaga Bay
about mid-afternoon and Iwas really hungry. We
had eaten a big breakfast at Santa Rosalia, but
that kindof riding burns calories. We rented one
of the rooms on the beach and then had a great
shrimp lunch. This was my second trip to
Gonzaga Bay, and I must say it is one of my
favourite places. It is a beautiful bay, with a
gorgeous sand beach ringedwithfoothills (many
of which you can climb with an off-road bike). In
this area, the tides go up to 22 feet so the
change is pretty dramatic. Counting the Mexi
cans, permanent residents from abroad and the
tourists, and even if you include Punta Final 4
miles to the east, I would doubt that there are
more than a couple of hundred people here even
during the tourist season.

We found out later that day that the road
exacted it's toll on us as well. Wayne's sidecar
tire was flat and it was obvious from the bent

rim (from hitting a rock in the roadbed) where it
was leaking. Wayne hammered the rim back,
injected some tire sealant and his rig was road-
worthy again. I had my own problems, particu
larly with things vibrating loose. I've learned to
go over the bike every day and check for any
thing loos. Lastyear I lost my kick-starter on the
third day out and had to push start the bike for
the balance of the trip. Despite my daily checks,
I discovered one day that my helmet lock was
gone. I guess it is time for loctite.

Wayne and I met some interesting peo
ple here as well. One interesting guy was a pi
lot in a wheel chair who flew in with his wife

from San Francisco for a couple of days. They
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were mystified by the Quebec situation as we
all are. For pilots, this place is great. There are
two airfields on the tidal flats right behind the
houses on the beach and a third runway at Punta
Final. It is not surprising that a lot of the Ameri
can tourists who own houses in the area fly in
when they visit. We also ran into the three
MotoBrothers from €ast Oakland who were also

staying at Rlfonsines. This was their first trip to
Baja. They were riding 600cc dual purpose bikes
and planned to go to the tip of Baja and back,
taking the backroads. Wayne and I had some
doubts about their chances. They were using a
regular highway map for navigation and after
their first day out, one of them already had a
burned knee from a crash.

We stayed in Gonzaga Bay for two days
and we were hoping to head north and stop at
Mike's Sky ranch for a day or two. However, the
weather reports from San Diego suggested there
would probably be rain in the high country in
Northern Baja. So we decided to head back to
the US by going straight north through Mexicali.
The trip north from Gonzaga bay takes you
through more remote, rough country following
the coast. Rt Puertedtos we picked up the paved
road again and continued on to San Felipe where
we had lunch. We hit the border about mid-af

ternoon.

Our plan was to head for Borrego Springs
about 60 miles east of San Diego and spend
the right there. Rs we headed east toward
Borrego, the headwinds increased and it really
brought home the limitations of my Vamaha. fit
60 MPH I was usually getting about 110-120
miles out of a 2 1/2 gallon tank, although there
were several times I ran out sooner than that.

Rgainst strong headwinds (even though we
slowed to 55 MPH) the mileage really fell off. I
couldn't even manage 100 miles before I would
run out. Fortunately Wayne's sidecar has a sepa
rate gas tank which, in addition to the GS tank.
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gives him about 23 gallons. So we had regular
pit stops to transfer gas using a mounted fuel
pump and a hose. This provedto be a long day.
When we couldn't find a motel in Borrego, we
decided to head back to €scondido and arrived
after dark after a cold ride through the canyons
south of Mt. Palomar.

IF YOU GO-

Boja Motorcycles
I don't know if there is a perfect bike for

Baja.Thebigger ones, particularly the BMW GS
and large dual purpose bikes, would be good
for the open road and many back roads, but they
aren't really suitable for sandy roads and trails
generally. I would consider taking one of the
BMW Kor R"street bikes" to Baja. The potholes
in Baja aren't that bad - they are rarely more
than 3 feet in diameter and are usually only 1 or
2 inches deep, the depth of the last layer of
asphalt. However, they often come in groups,
and sooner or later you're bound to hit one or
more. The problem I can see with the Kbikes,
such as my 75S and other sport bikes, is their
relatively narrow handlebars - Itwouldprobably
be advisable to install wider bars for better lev
erage. For the near term, Iplan to stickwith the
Vamaha, but I hope to install a bigger tank and
bring an electric vest next time.

Police/Military Checks

In my experience, Mexican police seem to
stay in the larger cities, as I recall very few in
the smaller towns and even fewer, ifany, on the
highways. During the trip, we encountered 4
military road blocks on Highway #1 and they
were manned largely with 18-year-olds toting
RK-47s in case you're thinking of not stopping.
They only looked in mybags once. It happened
on our way back northjust before the turn-off to
Gonzaga Bay- they picked a good chokepoint.
I think this is part of the Mexican government's
drug enforcement cooperation with the US Gov
ernment.
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THE PRINCESS MARY - A BIT OF
HISTORY

from The Pender Post curtesy of Gerd
Better

The Princess Mary was built in Scotland
in 1910 and began service on this coast in 1911.
Originally 210 feet long, she was lengthened
to 240 feet two years later in order to provide
more cargo and passenger space. Until 1940,
the Mary was an infrequent caller at Pender Is
land, being employed on routes farther to the
north. However, from then until 1951 she was
assigned to the Gulf Island route and provided
most of the service to the Penders during the
war and post-war era. Well suited to her task,
the Mary developed a reputation for reliable
service that has survived long after her passing.
Whether it was this reliability or the gracious
accommodation or her comfortable passage-
making ability, all Pender Islanderswho travelled
on her remember her with affection.

In1951, the Princess Mary was withdrawn
and paid off after more than 40 years service in
British Columbia waters. In 1952 she was sold

for use as a barge. While being stripped and
gutted for this purpose at the Island Tug and
Barge Vard inVictoria Harbour, the president of
the company, Mr. Harold€lworthy, had the happy
thought of using the lounge and card roomas a
cafeteria for his employees. The top deck aft
was therefore cut off and hoisted ashore virtu

ally intact. Originally intended only for the use
of the Island Tug and Barge employees, so many
Victorianskept dropping in to visit "their old ship"
that Mr. €lworthy converted it into a public res
taurant. Today, the Princess Mary Restaurant is
a well known Victoria landmark.

And we appreciate their service, especially their pro
viding us with a whole section to ourselves. I hope
everyone is as pleased as I am, and that the new buf
fet format is acceptable to all. It's hard to find good
grazing spots for 40 people!
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COMING EVENTS

MAV 4, SATURDAY
Breakfast meeting, OLYMPIC VICUI GOLF CLUB
Time to go back to our summer Saturday break
fast spot. 9:30 am as usual.

MAV 23-27

23rd Annual 49'er Rally, Quincu, California
Includes 4 nites camping, 2 dinners, live music,
over $4,000 in door prizes, €nglish trials, great
vendors, etc. Stillmy favorite rally. I have pre-
registration forms- saves $5 ($42 from $47) and
gets you a gift.

JUN€ 21-23

Chief Joseph Rally, Redmond, Oregon
This is a great little rally, with truly great roads
and scenery, good accomodation - lots of lush
grass for camping or motels within walking dis
tance - plenty of sunshine and friendly people.
Let's get lots of members out this year! I have
pre-registration forms - $25 instead of$30. Must
be received by May 31.

editors:

Sally Harvey - submissions
#301 - 940 Inverness Ave.

Victoria, B.C. V8X2A9
383-1810 uie546@rreenel.victoria.bc.ca

Nigel Beattie - mailing
2430 Mouiat St.

Victoria, B.C. V8B 5S9
595-6369

8
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BUY AND SELL

FOR SALE:

1974 R90S extensive work done. $7,000 firm.
Paul Dewey 388-7099

1989 K75 Standard

Low seat, 70,000 km, lady driven $5995

1986 Vamaha Maxim X

750 ccc, 10,000 km $2795

Chris/Leslie Bell-477-7102

Leave a message.

1977 R100RS, ice blue, 145,000k. Good res
toration candidate. $2,500. George Graham
743-5853 (Duncan area). DougHunterhas seen
the bike and will answer questions- 384-7661.

Brand new H4 55-60 watt headlight bulbs. I
have 20 which will be offered to members at

$7 each, approximately half the regular price.
Need a spare? Doug Hunter- 384-7661, or see
him at the next meeting.

WANTED TO BUY:

Sidecar (anyl) Russ Blow 656-9150 or
Les Blow 658-4482.

Rl 00RT 1981 -84 Geoff Stevenson 652-9127.

€xtra large summer gloves; Red Gortex Riding
Jacket; Touring boots, size 44; Leather pants,
32 waist, 33 leg; Windshield forRl00S fairing.
Doug Hunter 384-7661


